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Today I stand as I have been standing the last 16 years, as the 
Pastor for one of the finest churches not only in Michigan, but 
also in the entire United States of America.  For many of us, this 
is becoming routine and you are accustomed to our Vision 
Informationals.  However, we have several new Gethsemane 
family members and this is your first Vision Informational.   
 
This afternoon we are gathered together to conduct the 
business for the church and church business.  Our sole purpose 
is to explore the possibilities and fruition from the marriage 
between spiritual inspiration and business information. It is my 

belief that my previous education, both secular and theological, and 35 years of ministry 
experience is best used for the advancement and ministry of our beloved Gethsemane.  Our 
sole purpose this afternoon is to address the agenda, concerns, needs, and vision for 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church of Westland for the upcoming spiritual year of our 
Lord 2019. 
 
For the last 55 years, Gethsemane has been a pillar in the community.  For a little more than 
16 years, I have been standing on the shoulders of our Late Pastor Emeritus W. W. Davis.  I 
promised our Late Pastor Emeritus that we will continue to improve and allow the Holy Ghost 
to take Gethsemane even further.  The foundation is solid, and during my watch, I want to 
build upon that foundation so that when I am finished the next Pastor will be able to do even 
more. 
 
As the Lord adds yearly, the Lord also claims yearly and we had to say, “Goodbye” to several 
from within our GMBC family. Regardless of whatever economic times we encounter, we can’t 
allow them to keep us from testing and trusting God with our finances.  As your Pastor, I only 
ask you to give for two reasons: to be obedient to God and to be a blessing to others.  I am 
proud to see many of you have given your tithes and offerings faithfully all year, and I am 
praying that many others will join us in being faithful and obedient with our resources. Our 
goal is to have a higher percentage of those who call Gethsemane their home church, to invest 
your talents, time, and your tithes.  The church benefits greater when everyone does their 
part in supporting the ministry, because this allows for us to do even more in ministry.  
Although times will be challenging, they are also exciting times for ministry.  Even here at 
Gethsemane, we must constantly reevaluate how we do ministry and always aim to reach the 
most needed areas of neglect.  I am proud to announce some milestones this year, the 
midterm elections in Michigan went well and we expect to be involved in the shaping of our 
great state.  We also PAID OFF the mortgage and I want to thank all who sacrificed to meet 
the obligation of $150 extra per year, those who have gone over and beyond and even those 
who gave towards this effort. For the last five years, we wanted to focus on building up the 
family and this will continue into next year.  Our theme for the upcoming year is LEAVING 
NONE BEHIND IN 20 ONE NINE! 
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Opening Scripture  

Habakkuk 2: 2-3 
 

 

 
 

 

2 And then GOD answered: “Write this.  Write 

what you see.  Write it out in big block letters so 

that it can be read on the run. 

 

3 This vision-message is a witness pointing to 

what’s coming.  It aches for the coming – it can 

hardly wait!  And it doesn’t lie.  If it seems slow 

in coming, wait.  It’s on its way.  It will come 

right on time. 
 

 

 
 

(From The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.) 
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SUMMATION OF PASTOR DUCKWORTH’S VISION FOR 

GETHSEMANE FROM THE LORD 
 

Democracy is defined as being governed by the people; or rule by the majority.  However, 
theocracy is defined as being governed by immediate divine guidance or by officials who are 
regarded as divinely guided.  Although we are active participants in the democratic process, in 
order for things to turn out for the best God must be in charge and control.  The church world 
is no different; therefore, we must all be sensitive to the Way and Will of God in GMBC. 
 
Vision is defined as divine revelation: often involves a supernatural appearance and/or 
prediction, direction, or instruction in Nelson’s Biblical Dictionary.  Proverbs 29:18a says, 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  God did not appoint, anoint, ordain, place, and 
send me to Gethsemane for us to perish.  Theocracy is the order for which we are ultimately 
governed, and our constitution is created to shed light on God’s governing practices. This 
simply means that God leads and God’s people follow.  God will hold me; Pastor, Dr. John E. 
Duckworth accountable for sharing the vision that God has for Gethsemane. It is obligatory, 
and I am held responsible for the development and implementation of the vision for 
Gethsemane.  However since this is not Duckworth’s church but God’s church, we all are 
accountable and responsible in ministry and the vision for Gethsemane. 
 
God’s formula is simply, God burdens the chosen leader (Pastor) with the VISION, therefore 
the leader becomes the VISIONARY.  Next the VISIONARY shares with disciples the VISION God 
has given.  Disciples who desire to trust God’s VISION articulated by the VISIONARY will CATCH 
A VIEW OF THE VISION.  Upon catching the VIEW OF THE VISION, VISION MINISTRY BRINGS 
FRUITION! 
 
As Disciples of God, when work begins on the VISION, Satan gets jealous and will begin looking 
for persons willing to discourage the work of God’s VISION.  Anyone is qualified to become a 
VISION KILLER and discourage the VISION CATCHERS.  Unfortunately, here at Gethsemane we 
do not have directions from God or the time to give VISION KILLERS a platform or stage.  
Misunderstandings do occur and for those who are sincere but truly do not understand the 
VISION which has been taught, preached, and implemented in the last 16 + years please see 
me.  I understand that GMBC might not be a church for everyone, and therefore before we 
become an obstacle we would rather see you in the VISION of some other vineyard.  
Gethsemane is not the only church to go to heaven from, so we are open to letters of 
recommendation to other churches if one is unable to understand the VISION for 
Gethsemane.   
 
Over 16 years ago, I vowed in the W.W. Davis Fellowship Hall that we would become even 
more effective, meaningful, and relevant in our ministry efforts.  Our VISION has not changed 
from Day 1; it is still A ENERGIZED CHURCH that will EMPOWER FAMILIES to ENCOUNTER THE 
COMMUNITY!  Thanks to your obedience and VISION CATCHING, GMBC is now a SEVEN-DAY-
A-WEEK CHURCH with  
effective, meaningful, and relevant ministries that is making an impact on the church, family, 
and community.   
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SUMMATION OF PASTOR DUCKWORTH’S VISION FOR 

GETHSEMANE FROM THE LORD 
 
The Lord allows me to personally sit and dialogue with some of our leaders from all 
occupations.  Often in these dialogues, I am speaking as an Ambassador for Gethsemane and 
our neighboring community.  Therefore, my social and political affiliations are for the 
advancement and assistance to better serve and bring our best interest to the table.  I will 
never pimp our church or compromise the integrity of our ministry and purpose as ordained 
by God.  I do fear God’s penalty and punishment for the misrepresenting and personal 
benefits on the back of the church.  I can never afford as Pastor, to lose my prophetic voice!   
 
I am committed to preaching and teaching that's innovative, relevant, and responsible as we 
deal with the challenges and conflicts that life brings our way.  Therefore remember that there 
are no issues or topics that are “out of bounds” when it come to what we actually encounter 
in our lives.  The true prophets of old stood between the people and God and declared a godly 
response to whatever they were experiencing.  I am sure that our new president will provide 
plenty of prophetic material to preach and teach, prayerfully only over the next four years. 
 
We must realize that as your Pastor, I claim no hold on perfection.  Each day is a journey for 
me that bring certain battles, just as life does for you.  God has not called us to perfection but 
faithfulness.  As your Pastor, I am always in need of your prayers.  I have made mistakes and I 
am certain that I will make more, but I pray that those who are truly disciples of God’s VISION 
FOR GMBC will pray for your Pastor.  Being your Pastor does not make me any better than 
you, but chosen to lead you.  Together we will keep each other in prayer and we will build a 
special bond from the pulpit to the pews.  Each year the Lord keeps adding to our GMBC 
family, and it’s my desire that our new family members become engaged and involved in 
ministry. There’s no reason why GMBC cannot be a church that provides ministry from the 
CRADLE TO THE GRAVE.  Strong churches are the benefactors of strong families, and so we 
started on our commitment to build the family.  We will continue to follow God’s lead on 
addressing the issues that truly affect our families. As we enter 2019 our goal is LEAVING 
NONE BEHIND IN 20 ONE NINE! 
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Christian Education 
2018 Yearly Report 

 
Deacon Earnestine Carter, Ministry Leader / Dr. Jacqueline D. Nelson, Ministry Advisor 

 
Our lives are like a puzzle. The pieces fit together to make a whole. When we combine our spiritual 
gifts, personality and experience, we will discover a picture, which shows us how to best serve the 

Lord with maximum effectiveness. 
 

Goals:  
 To increase adult and children’s attendance 

 Add additional teachers to the CE ministry 

 Create lessons using the Bible as the textbook 

Mission: The purpose of the GMBC Christian Education ministry is to spread the Word of God 
and teach the plan of salvation through Jesus Christ while building up God’s Kingdom and 
making disciples who go out and make disciples for Christ.   
 

Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval.  Be a good worker, 
one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth.  

(2 Timothy 2:15 NLT)  
 
2018 Lessons: 
January 
Various lessons from the book of Daniel 
Special lessons: 

 God Guides the Wise 
 Every Heart a Manger  

 
February 
 Black History Month 
  Focus: Black Heroes in the Bible 

March 
 Lenten Season 

 Special time of prayer in sanctuary, with decorations and atmosphere set for 

personal and corporate prayer time. 

There was discussion on the meaning and significance of Ash Wednesday.  Ash 
Wednesday is a 40 day period that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter 
Sunday.  The ashes represent our repentance for our personal sins.  Lent is the season 
of observance and commemoration of the passion and death of Jesus Christ, leading to 
his eventual resurrection of Easter.     

 
 
 



 

Vision Informational 2019 
    11 

April 
Easter Sunday Celebration of one the highest and  holiest day in the life of Christians, 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ, sealing for us eternal life when we accepting Christ 
as our Lord and Savior.  

 Easter Program was comprised of our young people of all ages.   

 The program included the Youth teachers, Music Ministry, along with numerous 

volunteers who each year continues to make the program a success.  

  Easter speeches were recited by our youth, and they all did an absolute great job.  High 

praise to our teachers and parents who worked with the children.   

 Easter bags were given to every child that was present in worship.  Our children had an 

opportunity to present themselves to their family and friends that were present as they 

participated in our “Parade of Children.”   

May 
Women and Men’s Day month 
Since this is the month in which we celebrate the Women of GMBC it was decided that we would study 
various women of the Bible.  Four teachers were chosen to present lessons on Women in the bible.   
 

June 
Celebration of the Man (Father’s Day) 
Special guest teacher: Dr. Darryl Williams 
 

July Books of the Bible:  1 and 2 Timothy 
 

August Colossians 
 

September: Topic:  “The Power of Prayer” 
October/November:  Topic: Stewardship/Serving: “If You Want to Walk on Water, You Gotta Get Out of 
the Boat” 
 

December: “The Power of Being Thankful/What Does Gratitude Mean to You? 
 

Thank you to our Teaching Staff: 
 

Sis. Ida Allen   Deacon Mellwood Brown  Rev. Karen Crummie 

Rev. Derrick Davis  Deacon Michael Fuqua   Rev. Ella Hardy 

Sis. Rhena Holmes  Rev. Terrence Johnson   Sis. Winnie Odom 

Sis. Kennetha Mentor  Rev. Joseph Samples   Sis. Judy Yates 

    Sis. Michelle Hamilton 
 

It is evident that Sunday School is still alive and growing here at GMBC.  Just this year when we 

reviewed the number of persons present (this number comes from those who sign the book each 

week), there has been 1,105 signatures thus far.  It has been an awesome year to see that people of all 

ages are coming to Sunday School to learn more about God.   

 

Our goal continues to be, “to make disciples, who will go out and aid in the work of making disciples.”   

 

Report Submitted by: Deacon Earnestine Carter/Dr. Jacqueline D. Nelson 



 

Vision Informational 2019 
    12 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2018 STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

 
I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that  

believeth on me shall never thirst. John 6:35 
                                                                    

We are sad to report that our leader Hazel Weaver is temporarily on a leave of absence because of health 
reasons. We know and pray that God will bring her back to us well rested and in good health. And, as always 
God always provides us with what we need. 
 
A young lady Shirley Kelly has volunteered to step up and walk in Hazel’s shoes until Hazel is able to return. 
Mrs. Shirley Kelly has from day one done and is continuing to do a very good job keeping things running 
smooth in the kitchen. We ask that the church support her. We were blessed to get a new stove this year! The 
entire culinary ministry will always be here to meet the needs of the church as usual. We pray that the church 
will support and pray for all the members of the culinary ministry at this time and always.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                
The following is a list of events where we serve our church and community: 
  

 Sage 
 Friends and Family 
 Black History Celebration 
 Meet and Greet 
 Men’s and Women’s Day   
 Usher’s and Nurse’s Anniversary 
 Church Anniversary 
 Rev. Doctor John E. Duckworth Anniversary                            

                                                                                                                          
Our Members 

 

  Hazel Weaver      Doris Hockaday  Ella Payton    
  Sue Davis       Ann Gross      Tamara Wright   
  Charles Bazile      Rose Flowers     Michael Greene 
       Shirley Kelly 
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GMBC Liturgical Dance Ministry 

 
Leader: Maya Roots  

Contact Information: mroots1990@gmail.com  
 
About Dance: We have dance practices Monday from 6:00-8:00pm. Under the leadership of 
Sister Roots, she teaches Liturgical, mime, and hip hop to girls and boys, from the ages of 4-21. 
During practices the kids come prepared to praise God and have fun while doing it.  
 
Vision: The vision for the GMBC Liturgical Dance Ministry is to praise God in the youths own 
way under the Leadership of Pastor Dr. John E. Duckworth. We strive to bring people closer to 
God threw dance and expressions. 
 
Accomplishments: This year we have worked on growing the Ministry as a whole.  
 
2019: In the upcoming year we plan to continue to do Gods work by praising his name threw 
dance. Also we plan to continue to dance at special events as far as Easter, black history, and 
different anniversaries. We plan to grow and bring all youth together through dance. We also 
plan to make preparations for big spring and summer events.   
If you or anyone you know wants to be a part of the Dance Ministry please contact Sister 
Roots.  
 

 
 

mailto:mroots1990@gmail.com
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Deacon Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 
Blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fathers of mercies and God of 

comfort who comforts us in all in our tribulation that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any trouble with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 
The Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church Deacon Ministry focus is on serving God and 
the church body. We continue to pray for the church, perform the church ordinances, 
provide watch & care to the congregation, and offer guidance and support to the Pastor in 
addition to providing support and leadership to our church ministries. 
 
Members of the Deacon ministry take the leadership role in the planning of the Church 
cookout, Annual Church Anniversary and the Pastor’s Anniversary in addition to planning 
and implementing the Friends and Family day and the Who’s Who Fellowship in June. The 
Deacon ministry is considering other fellowship activities to offer in the coming year.  
 
Deacon ministry continues to focus on exploring ways to address the needs of the 
congregation. The Deacon ministry continues to seek training from Pastor Duckworth on 
how to minister to the church family members and community in any situation that calls 
for "caring help.”   
 
The Deacons continue to meet monthly to discuss the congregational needs and 
participates in trainings that promote spiritual discipleship. Also, the Deacon ministry 
support and collaborate with the Disciples in Action Ministry in visiting the members who 
are sick and /or shut -in and their family members.  
 
We continue to serve in a variety of church ministries such as: the New Disciples Ministry, 
Choir Ministry, GAP Ministry, Mother's Ministry, Nurses Ministry, Usher's Ministry, Men's 
Ministry, Culinary Ministry, & Christian Education.  
 
We have added the following deacons: Janice Banks, Rodney Wheeler, Elanda Clarke, and 
Darwin Filey to the Deacons Ministry. 
 
The Deacon ministry will continue to be vigilant in lifting up God’s Word, visiting and 
praying for the sick, caring for the many needs of the congregation, as well as serving in 
the church and supporting the Pastor. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 

William Harper, Chairman  
Charles Bazile, Co-Chairman 
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      2018 Stewardship Report 
 

GMBC Deaf Ministry Mission Statement: 
 

The Deaf Ministry of Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church was 
formed to enable members of the Deaf Community to fully participate 
in the worship experience by learning and understanding the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The signers translate every aspect of the church service 
including Sunday School, Bible Study, and both morning services. 
 

GMBC Sign Language Choir Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of the GMBC Sign Language Choir is to allow God's word to 
be illuminated through our hearts and hands. We use American Sign 
Language (ASL) to praise and worship our Lord and Savior by serving as 
a ministry to facilitate the power of the Holy Spirit to those who are 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing. We represent Gethsemane Missionary 
Baptist Church of Westland as a 1st class ministry functioning in an 
appropriate manner as Disciples of Christ and as members of GMBC. 
 

2018 Accomplishments: 
 Added two new interpreters to the interpreters' schedule: Erica 

Rickett and Shermone Wade. 
 Tamara Wright traveled to Chicago representing GMBC at their 

Annual Deaf Ministry Apostolic Faith Church Religious Conference 
in October, 2018. 

 Tamara Wright taught weekly Sign Language classes for 6 months 
to enhance the skills of our interpreters. 

 Celebrated our 13th annual Deaf Awareness Day with Elder Curtis 
Young of 2nd Ebenezer Baptist Church as the guest speaker. 

 Quarterly outings to acknowledge the birthdays of the members of 
the ministry, and to promote fellowship and encourage signing. 

 Supported the Senior Usher Board by providing an interpreter for 
the member who is Deaf and serves as an usher. 
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                           2018 Stewardship Report (cont.) 
                         
 Supported the Gethsemane Gentlemen by providing an 

interpreter to enable the male members who are Deaf to 
participate in the Men's meetings and activities. 

 Participated in Pastor's 15th Anniversary celebratory dinner as 
food servers. 

 
2018 Accomplishments: 
 Provided a Deaf Family with gifts and support during the 

Christmas holidays. 
 Participated in Inkster Festival as signers. 
 Participated in GMBC Trunk or Treat for families and children. 

 

2019 Plans: 
 Activities to bridge the gap between our Deaf and hearing members. 
 Celebrate 14th annual Deaf Awareness Day in July. 

 

Current Deaf Ministry & Sign Choir Members: 
 

Pauline Hampton, Advisor      Cheryl Peters-White, President 
Earnestine Henderson, Secretary     Tamara Wright,  Sign Choir Director 
 

Signers: 
Regina Galtney       Michelle Hamilton  
Earnestine Henderson      William Hicks  
Deborah Hill      LaToria Joyce  
LaTricia McDaniel      Shermone Wade  
LaWanda McClendon      Jazlyn White  
Judith Yates      LaToya Pate 
 

       Tyrus Newell  
      Erica Whatley-Rickett 
      Jamar Rickett 
      Cheryl Peters-White  
      Sharon Woods  

The Deaf Ministry strives to be in alignment with the vision of our 
Pastor for this church. We pray our mission will be blessed as we 
continue to serve the Lord through our work as facilitators for the special 
language used to communicate with individuals who are Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing. 
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Disciple in Action Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 

The Disciple in Action this year has witnessed many miracles and it has been a blessing. We 
started our Praise List, this has been a blessing the first miracle on our list was Sister Shanta 
Wiley. For this blessing we say “ Great is the Lord He is most worthy of praise!” we thank God 
for being able to add members as well as non-members to our praise list. 

 
The Disciples in Action Ministry is founded on the wholistic approach for our ministry, we are 
committed to caring for our church family, and friends. While our Church members and friends 
are experiencing life’s challenges, the D.I.A. members are there with the love and support of 
Christ.  

The Disciple in Action live by our mission statement Matthew 25: 34-40. 
1. We visit the hospitals: we visit our members as well as their family members and 

friends. 

2. We visit the homes of members: when a person is homebound we will visit and 

have prayer along with scripture reading.  

3. We attend funerals of members and friends: we are there to comfort the 

bereaved while they are going thought their grief. We want to give support as 

well as help any way that we can. 

The members of the Disciple in Action have worked very diligently this year. Some members 
have gone through sickness themselves, and have had family members that were very sick but 
still worked very diligently in the ministry I thank you so very much! 
 
Please use the direct line to the D.I.A. ministry (1-734-727-4910). We will be in touch within 48 
hours from the call.  
  

Ministry Leaders: 
Rev. Ella Sherlaine Hardy 
Deacon William Harper 

Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth, Pastor 
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Drama Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Drama Ministry's 2018 participation was a collaborative effort for Pastor's 
Anniversary Celebration events. Theatrical components of "Jericho" @ Tapas, 

Jeans & Bling; and the Spoken Word Tribute Titled "War Cry". 
 
 

Drama Ministry Leader: 
Sis. Ebony Madison 
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GAP MINISTRIES 2018 Stewardship Report 
 
2018 for GAP was not the best year for our ministry. So, as the leader I will take responsibility for that. 
Of course we have our GAP Choir but as a ministry we did not accomplish much of our agenda as a 
ministry. So after much prayer and guidance from the Holy Spirit, I have been given these instructions 
for GAP. 
 

We are currently in a season of "Bring Back GAP". In this season we will focus the remainder of 2018 
around the three R's - Re-Dedication, Re-Focus, and Re-Engagement. 
 

On Friday December 21, 2018 at 7PM  We will host a service of re-dedication entitled "Bring Back GAP". 
It is our prayer that this encourage GAP to move forward and continue to do the ministry work that we 
started. 
 

For 2019 GAP will try something different. We will have a theme for the year with four focus areas. 
"Living My Best Life!" Will be our theme as we focus on how living our best life for Christ puts us in 
perfect position to live our best life period. The four key areas we will focus on this year are: 
  

1. Living My Best Life Spiritually 
2. Living My Best Life Mentally 
3. Living My Best Life Physically  
4. Living My Best Life Financially 
 

In each focus we will incorporate training and events that will help us to live our best life in each area.  
 

We will also get back to some of the fundamentals of GAP. In GAP we found that the equation for 
success for us is based around the four Fs. Faith, Fellowship, Fun and Food.... When we are intentional 
and consistent with this GAP has proven to accomplish the agenda no matter what it is. When we lack in 
any of these we come up short in everything. So in an effort to be consistent to our formula, we will also 
bring back our signature GAP agenda inclusive of our Hustle & Flow, Sunday Fellowship Dinners and 
Friday Night Live Worship Service. In 2019 we plan to do some great outings like an Escape Room, a live 
show or concert and of course we are going to do another movie premier. After a few bumps and 
bruises we will finally pull off our second chance scholarship fundraising event. It will no longer be called 
the do over prom. Yet, we will still get dressed up and celebrate a wonderful night of Excellence while 
supporting a great cause with this Scholarship Ball. The GAP Calendar is never complete without our 
famous GAP Trip. Where will we go in 2019? Stay tuned.... 
 
 Events:      Outings: 
 Hustle & Flow     Escape Room 
 Scholarship Ball     GMBC takes over the Movies 
 Friday Night Live    Live Show/Concert 
 Sunday Fellowship Dinners 
 

GAP Ministries Leaders 
Rev. Terrance Johnson, GAP Ministries Co-Leader 

Sis. Sheila Samples, GAP Ministries Co-Leader 
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GAP MINISTRIES 2018 Stewardship Report (cont.) 

 
GAP Choir: 
 
The GAP Choir was officially formed January 2017. In 2018, the GAP Choir experienced what we call 
"growing pains". We officially celebrated being a one year old choir. We gained some new members and 
we lost some members for various reasons. However, it is still our goal to continue to be a vibrant, 
progressive and inspirational young adult choir. Under the leadership of our Minister of Music Sis. 
Angela Davis and the direction of Min. David Whitfield, we have learned so much about the ministry of 
choirs and singing. So As we approach 2019, we would like to keep our focus on growth. As a ministry in 
the body of Christ, we believe that it is imperative to continue to grow. Our growth focus for 2019 will 
focus on three key areas. 
 

1) Numerical Growth - If you have a desire to sing and you don't mind putting in the work too, 
we  would love to have you. We will also start reaching out to our members that we have not 
seen in while to reclaim them to our ministry. 
 
2) Spiritual Growth - We want to make sure that we know about the GOD we sing about. So we 
are going to be intentional on spiritual growth with dedication to devotional time, bible study, 
prayer and fasting. 
 
3) Gifting Growth - We desire to please GOD with our gift of singing. We want to dedicate 
ourselves to improvement in our craft. So this year will take our learning of singing and choir to 
the next level. 

 
 
Events for 2019 
GAP Choir Anniversary Musical January 19, 2019 
GAP Choir Retreat (TBD) 
GAP Choir Concert (TBD) 
 
Outings: 
Choir Concerts 
Attend and Participate in Musicals  
Escape Room and other team building exercises 
 
 
 
 

GAP Choir Leaders 
Min. David Whitfield, GAP Choir Director 

Deacon Mellwood Brown, GAP Choir Co-Leader 
Sis. Michelle McNutt, GAP Choir Co-Leader 

Rev. Terrance Johnson, Spiritual Advisor 
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Mission Statement 

 
First, reaching inward, nurturing our membership through mission  study, 

education, fellowship, and prayer. Second reaching outward through personal 
witnessing, evangelizing,   helping the needy and less fortunate, and seeking 

justice for all, in the  Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Stewardship 2018 Report: 

 

 Letters sent to Gethsemane’s “Missing Disciples”.    

 Annual Black History Program featuring talents from our congregation and community,         

Gethsemane’s Culinary Ministry coordinated the “Soul Food Festival”. 

 Presented Gethsemane’s Mother’s Ministry with Gifts for Mother’s Day 

 According to God’s Words in Matthew 25:35-36, “for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you gave 

me clothing…”(NRSV), we Solicited the Church family for clothing to donate to the 

Wayne-Westland School District.  The items which were not appropriate for school 

children were taken to containers in the Wayne-Westland area.  Small clothing was 

given to the Star Fish Education System. 

 Distributed Thanksgiving Baskets with the help of our congregation donating non-

perishable food items and vouchers to 53 families in need within our congregation and 

the community 

 Members of the Gatekeepers Ministry volunteered at Gethsemane’s Vacation Bible 

School, Youth Summer Camp, and Annual Christmas Holiday Dinner for the community. 

 
Officers 2018 

 
President- Sister Margie McGruder-McMillan 

Vice President- Sister Jean Price 
Secretary- Sister Mae Etta Bates 
Treasurer- Sister Winnie Odom 
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Gethsemane Gentlemen 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to practice Christian Unity among The Men of Gethsemane. To promote open 
fellowship, exhibit good stewardship, model effective leadership, and provide meaningful 
mentorship among and for the men and young men of Gethsemane. To bring our God Glory as we 
support each other and reach out to the surrounding community in Christian Love. 
 

Supporting Scripture 
Psalm 133:1 – “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in Unity.” 

 

2018 REPORT: 
1. Hosted the annual Michael McNutt Super-Bowl gathering in February.  
2. The GMBC Gentlemen had quarterly Breakfasts – The first breakfast was Hosted by our very 

own Rev. Samples of GMBC.  
3. GMBC Gentlemen and young men had a successful Kite Flying event in April. 
4. GMBC Gentlemen had a fun time along with the young men at a Bowling Event in June. 
5. From the GMBC Gentlemen, the YMG Fraternity (Young Men of Gethsemane) was formed 

by Michael Burton. To date they have supported all events that the church and the men’s 
group have had. (2017 Cookout, all church supported country Crises, Trunk or Treat, 
Thanksgiving Basket day, as well as hosting one of the GMBC Gentlemen Quarterly 
Breakfast). 

6. GMBC, along with New Birth church have taken a project to assist the adopted Franklin 
Middle School with the chess club, hall monitoring, and putting together a Rites of Passage 
program (which is still in the planning stage and we need the Men’s help) 

This was a good year and we would like to thank all the men for their help and input. May next year 
be even better because we are only as good as the members.  
 

2019 OUTLOOK: 
1. GMBC Gentlemen will be looking forward to continuing our annual Super-Bowl Men’s 

Gathering. 
2. We are looking forward to our membership growing which will require more men/ young 

men to become a part of the ministry. We are asking those who are already involved to 
reach out and encourage others to join (Please touch our new members). 

3. Projects for the year will include, but not limited to, the following: 
a. The Cookout, Our Quarterly Prayer Breakfast, Bowling (Men and a Family one), kite 

flying, aiding with all church activities, a golf outing, Gleaners, training on operating and 
maintaining gas powered yard equipment, and support the YMG. 

b. We would like to have a Men’s Health Program (how and what to eat, how to work out, 
along with health care, etc.…). 

c. GMBC will continue to work with Franklin Middle School (we need more men to help 
with this project). 

d. This year we are planning to get more of our younger men involved (18-and up) 
e. The Men would like to reach out to our Community more so we are open to new ideas 

and projects. 

We are open to ideas and suggestions from the church members … 
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Gethsemane Singles 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

Single, for the purpose of this ministry, are those persons 18 years and older. It is 

one who has never been married, one who is divorced, or one who is widowed. 

 

Vision Statement: This ministry seeks to encounter singles through sure biblical 

and common sense information (Hosea 4:6; Proverbs 19:2-3).  This ministry seeks 

to empower and energize singles to know who they are in Christ, to make right 

choices, and build spiritual and relational wholeness (I Corinthians 6:19, 12; II 

Corinthians 6:14, 7:32); encouraging singles in their life of singleness (Acts 13:47, 

Matthew 5:13-16).  The desired outcome is to impact the world’s misconception 

that a life of singleness is a time of loneliness and despair but a time of personal 

growth and spiritual development.  

 

The Kingdom message has not changed only the methods of outreach. The methods 

include bible studies, peer contact, public outreach, cookouts, group outings, 

seminars/workshops, in-house social activities, retreats, fellowship with other 

singles ministries and ministries of GMBC. 

 

2018 in Reflection 

 1. Valentine’s Dinner and Dance (modified) 

 2. “For Singles Only” service 

 3. Organizational Meeting  

 4. Group Outing at Logan’s 

 5. Mystery Train Experience w/Sage 

 

2019 Proposed Experiences 

 1. Evening of the Arts-Detroit Repertory w/Sage - January 

 2. Valentine’s Dinner & Dance & “For Singles Only” Service - February 

 3. 1st Book Discussion – March 

 4. 2nd Book Discussion – June 

 5. Church Cookout - July 

 6. 3rd Book Discussion – November 

 7. Other activities as scheduled – movies, bowling, Underground Railroad 

 8. Creation of quarterly Newsletter 

 

Members: Rev. Karen Crummie (ML), Carmen McCallum, Melvin Reyes, Delous Johnson, Edna 

Lewis, Deacon Mae Etta Bates, Deacon Charles Brazile, Carol Stewart, Deacon Kattina Sims, Muriel 

Burrell, Geraldine Merchant, and  Mother Pauline Hampton 
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Gethsemane Health Ministry 

2018 Stewardship Report 
 

Mission Statement: 
The purpose of the health ministry at GMBC 

is to promote wellness and to prevent 
illness in the church and surrounding 

communities. We provide Information to 
allow each person to make informed 

decisions and to explore all options to 
maximize positive results with early disease 

detection. 
 
 

Health Ministry Goals: 

 Organize and provide educational 
opportunities for the church family and 
community. 

 Conduct health screenings. 

 Provide health education programs. 

 Promote healthy eating. 

 Provide physical fitness programs. 

 Provide first aid support for regular 
church services and other special 
events.  

 
 

Members: 
Geraldine Merchant, President 
Toni Bracey, Administrative Secretary 
Joyce Phillips, Parish Nurse 
Fannie Douglas, Caregiver 
 

Nurses: 
Patricia Watkins, Deborah Adams,  
Margie Paul, Pamela Beard, Kimberly Phenix 

 
Honorary Member: Ingrid Duckworth 

 
Health Ministry Objectives: 

 Promote prevention education in 
church body and the community. 

 Provide essential education and 
resources that address: prevalent 
chronic conditions such as high 
cholesterol, hypertension, stroke, 
diabetes and cancer. 

 Provide medical screenings and 
health education to the 
congregation. 

 Empower and educate the 
congregation and community 
members to become health 
advocates. 

 
 

Health Ministry Accomplishments: 

 Hosted a Health Fair 

 Offered mobile mammograms  

 Hosted Alzheimer's Awareness 
lecture by Dr. Edna Rose 

  Formed a First Response Team to 

assist with members who are in 

distress. 

"For the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick.." 

(James 5:15) 
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Grief Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement: 
The Grief Ministry seeks to provide caring consolation and spiritual support to individuals and families 
grieving the death of a loved one.  At a time when those grieving are most vulnerable, great care is 
taken for further healing of broken hearts and to bring God’s love and strength to those who have lost 
loved ones. In addition to those grieving the loss of a loved one, the Grief Ministry supports those 
grieving other losses, such as divorces, homes, jobs, medical and physical. We’re there to support you 
during any grief that you’re experiencing. 
 

History 
The Grief Ministry was a vision of Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth. The vision came to fruition when 
Deborah Adams initiated the first meeting in February of 2017. This initial meeting was attended by 
Sally Matthews, Sue Davis, Sheila Haney, and Patricia Watkins. Membership has since grown 
substantially. 
 
2018 Accomplishments: 

 Five week Study Course, facilitated by Brenda Rubins of Saint Joseph Hospital 

 Good Grief  Book  Series , presented by Judy Yates, Deborah Adams, and Patricia Watkins 

 What are your Priorities Seminar - Maris Pulley LLMSW Team Wellness Center in Southgate, 
MI  

 Winter Holidays Coming Up, presented by Rev. Sherlaine Hardy 

 Participant National Progressive Baptist Convention- Dr. Samuel White III Author, No More 
Tears (Comfort for the Grieving) 

2019 Goals: 

 Broaden the outreach of the Grief Ministry 

 Turn grief into laughter while recognizing each stage of grief 

 Have more resource materials to accommodate others needs 

 
            Members 

Deborah Adams - President 
Sally Matthews  - Vice President 
Patricia Watkins - Secretary 
Rev. Sherlaine Hardy - Spiritual Advisor 
Sheila Haney - Sergeant at Arms 
Janice Kelley 

Valerie Terrell 
Emogene Johnson 
Lovell Hockaday 
Jean Liddell 
 

 

Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.  

-John 16:20 
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HUR Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

Mission: 
To provide assistance to the ministries of the Gethsemane family who request the need  

to have a program and/or church-related event decorated. 
 
The HUR Ministry is a small, but dynamic group of individuals whose charge is to bring 
beautification and completion to church events at the request of the sponsoring ministry. Our 
goal for each event is to ensure that the atmosphere is pleasing to the eye and is in good taste.  

Our ministry often works hard behind-the-scenes to provide a particular theme.  The blessing to 
this ministry is that each person has an individualized passion & talent. Each of these talents 
coupled together produces beautiful results.  

HUR will always welcome those who possess a positive team-oriented spirit and who will, 
whole-heartedly, dedicate their selves to the ministry, love the Lord, enjoy being hospitable, 
and have tons of fun while decorating. 

Accomplishments for 2018 
The HUR Ministry decorated for the following events: 

 Sanctuary arrangements for Summer and Fall 

 Ash Wednesday & Palm Sunday decorations in sanctuary 

 Resurrection Sunday decorations at Robichaud High School 

 Gap Ministry Events 

 Women’s Day Celebration 

 Gethsemane Annual Church Anniversary  

 Pastor Duckworth’s 16th Year Anniversary on Saturday, pulpit decorations for the 
Sunday Afternoon Service & dinner in the W.W. Davis Fellowship Hall.  

 Women's Ministry Decorations 

 Christmas Decorations for Fellowship Hall and Pulpit 
 
 
Goals for 2019 

 Increase HUR Ministry membership and continue to attract members who are willing to 
assist and want to become a HUR member. 

 Communicate more with Gethsemane Ministries to identify the needs of the ministries 

 Continue to promote positive, team-oriented attitudes, while enjoying the ministry’s 
mission 

 Be more creative with HUR suggestions to beautify GMBC 
 

Members: 
Michelle McNutt, Ministry Leader 

Patricia Watkins 
Latreasia Kirkland 
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Deacon John Butler Media Ministry 
 

History 
The Media Ministry was founded by Deacon John Butler in the early 1960’s, who began making audio 
cassette tapes of worship services. In 1970 he added the visual component by offering VHS video tapes. 
As the Ministry evolved with technology video tapes were replaced with DVD’s and CD’s. In 2010 the 
Ministry’s name was changed to The Deacon John Butler Ministry in honor of our founder. 
 

Mission 
Our Mission is to serve Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church by providing comprehensive Media 
Services that will promote the best possible worship experience. Producing quality media that will allow 
worshipers to be aligned with the visual and auditory experiences from our services. This Media form 
invites a connection and communion with God, even when worshipers are not able to attend services. 
We will support the Pastor and all ministries in their events and educational endeavors. 
 

Accomplishments in 2018 
Production of commercials and supportive videos 
Assisted in several Ministries programs 
 

Goals for 2019 
Acquisition of additional cameras and other equipment 
Ongoing training of members 
Ongoing recruitment of members 
Presentation of quality media 
Record additional services and classes 
 

Current Members 
Deacon Neil Haney (Emeritus) 
Sis. Reva Johnson (Co Chair) 
Bro. Joe Samples 
Deacon Milan Johnson 
Sis Kimberly Turner   
Sis. Stephanie Fleming 
Bro. Demetrius Bryson 
Bro. Evan Davis 
Bro. Justin Davis 
Bro. Michael Johnson 
Bro. Brett Matthews 
John Davis  
Michael Greene 
Jalen Jackson 
Jayden Rickett  
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2018 Stewardship Report 
 

 
 

Vision: 
The purpose of this mission is to assist church members and the general public (community) 
with basic needs, which are considered to be “hands up” in an effort to help families maintain 
health and well-being.  
 

Mission: 
Our goal is to assist community members in need.  These needs include, but are not limited to, 
food, clothing, shelter, energy needs, bereavement, and medical help. In times of bereavement, 
a small monetary gift is given for the loss of family members. These are limited to the 
immediate family (i.e., mother, father, sister, brother, husband, wife).  Our ministry also 
supports the community by donating to the food baskets that are passed out for Thanksgiving. 
 
Thanks to the caring members of Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church, many have been 
helped in the areas of preventing evictions, power shut offs, securing shelter and also support 
in getting much needed medication.  
 

Goals: 
Our future goal is to be able to give support to a Women’s’ or Homeless Shelter.  We will 
explore Women’s shelters and or Homeless shelters when considering this endeavor. 
 
We would like to thank our members for their extraordinary support:  
 

Members: 
James Ferguson 

Janice Banks 
Mae E. Bates 

Deborah McGauley 
Keith Buyck 
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Mother’s Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

 
The Mother’s Ministry at Gethsemane Missionary Church is a group of 21 seasoned 
Christian women, appointed by the pastor. 
  
 

Our purposes are to: 

 
1. Exhibit and uphold a standard of Holy living by honoring God in our dress, speech 

and conduct. 

2. Be available for sound advice and prayer. 

3.  Support the Pastor and church program. 

4.  Be of service where needed. 

 
As health and transportation permitted, we in large numbers attended Sunday Service, 
Bible Study, and Funerals. We maintained and prepared the Communion Table and 
escorted Baptism Candidates to the pool.  When Pastor Duckworth has preaching 
engagements at other churches, Mothers are in attendance. With Deacon Harper as our 
advisor we have quarterly meetings. After two years of faithful service, President Shirley 
Barnett resigned on July 3, 2016 because of health reasons. She has remained an active 
member. Vice President Iris Long stepped up to become president. The Lord called 
Mother Nora Scott home to rest this year. She is sorely missed.  
 
 
 
 
Members:  
President: Iris Long 
Vice President: Emogene Johnson 
Secretary: Nancy Brown 
Assistant Secretary: Loretta Strickland 
Chaplain: Mother Phyllis Butler 
Assistant Chaplain: Shirley Sharpley 
Sgt at Arms: Jean Liddell 
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2018 Stewardship Report 
 
 
 

“Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy”. Psalm 33:3 (NIV) 
 
 
The purpose of the music ministry is to exalt Jesus Christ in word, song and instruments. We 
provide inspiration in harmony with our voices & instruments and therefore, commit our vocal 
and instrumental gifts to the Lord and serve under His divine power.  The music ministry plays a 
vital role in the worship experience by preparing hearts and minds to receive the Word of God. 
 
 
In addition to ministering in song on Sunday mornings, the Music Ministry accompanies Pastor 
Duckworth to outside worship experiences as well as being of service to Gethsemane for special 
occasions and other in-house worship experiences.  
 
 
We, the Music Ministry of GMBC, continually petition the sincere prayers of the righteous. We 
would like to extend a heartfelt invitation to those who are interested in using their voice to 
sing praises unto the Lord. 
 
 

GMBC’s Music Ministry: 
 

Levitical Praise Choir (formerly known as Mass Choir) 
Currently, most voices are comprised of women – this choir ministers every 1st & 2nd 
Sunday. We also accompany our Pastor on outside worship experiences. Rehearsals are 
scheduled every Thursday at 7:00 p.m.  During this time, we experience the presence of the 
Lord, enjoy laughs/testimonies and share a tremendous love & respect for one another 
while learning various styles of music & vocal techniques. 
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2018 Stewardship Report (cont.) 
 
 
Adult Praise Team 
The Praise Team was formed in February 2004 under the leadership of Sister Angela Davis 
and Brother Maurice Whitsett.  This group of ensemble singers encourages the 
congregation to focus on joyful praise and worship. Ministers on 2nd and 5th Sunday’s. 

 
 
Mass Choir 
With a combination of all choirs, these voices are assembled to collectively support outside 
engagements with Pastor and special services. 2018 Special Events: Easter/Resurrection 
Sunday; Inkster Fest (July); traveled to Stone Mountain, GA (August); Pastor’s Anniversary; 
2nd Sunday November. 

 
 
 

Music Ministry Staff & Advisors 
Sis. Angela R. Davis, Minister of Music 
Bro. Bonshea “Bud” Lawson, Organist 

Bro. Tiron Price, Lead Guitar 
Bro. Tony “Bishop” Smith, Drummer 

Trustee Judith Yates 
Deacon Carl Davis 
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Nehemiah Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the 
law... “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Romans 13 8 & 9b 
 
 
The Nehemiah Ministry officially started in January 2018. 
 
The Bible tells us that Nehemiah rallied and encouraged everyone and anyone who loved God 
(men, women, & children) to come together and help rebuild the broken walls of Jerusalem.  
This took great leadership, courage, and faith in God to provide. 
 
Under the leadership of Pastor Duckworth, the objective of our Nehemiah Ministry, is to rally, 
encourage, and bring everyone who calls GMBC home, together for the purpose of building up 
and maintaining various financial endeavors of GMBC.   
 
Our initial campaign is the liquidation of our renovation loan.  We refurbished our sanctuary in 
February 2013, with a loan for $265,000.  With God’s faithful blessing upon our church, paying 
our regular monthly payments, and your commitment to contributing $150 per person annually 
to our loan liquidation campaign, we have paid down our loan considerably. We have (so far) 
reduced our loan liquidation from $288,000 to $55,000 as of 25 November 2017 and we hope to 
pay off the entire loan by the end of 2018. 
 
We are grateful to all who have contributed to the loan liquidation campaign thus far. We are 
prayerful that those who can do more, will do more.  And we are prayerful that The Lord will 
add more to our fold, that will allow us to do more. Every dollar that is paid over and above our 
regular monthly payment, helps us get closer to achieving our objective of paying off the loan 
much sooner. We can’t spell church, without U! 
 
As we move into 2019 after the mortgage liquidation is paid, our new endeavor is to work 
toward a new bus and van for GMBC to feel safe in our travels. 
 
Please continue to pray with and for our church, and to continue to be a blessing in your 
faithful giving. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
Nehemiah Ministry  
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The New Disciple Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report 

Our Mission 
 
 Our mission is composed of three parts; Values, Vision, and Goals. Jesus said if you love 
me, then keep my commandments. So in keeping His commandments we define our values. 
Our vision is to feed the sheep of our flock developing a scriptural based sound doctrinal 
foundation. Our goal therefore is to insure Disciple growth in Bible knowledge and 
understanding. The New Disciples Ministry uses a very simple and yet tremendously powerful 
tool often called the “Roman Road.” It is found in the book of Romans. Each of the verses is 
sequential and beautifully designed to help us, to present to believers, Christ’s plan of salvation 
to unbelievers. Keep in mind, however; that whatever approach is used, it should be done in a 
ministry of love and care. 
 The “Roman Road” begins with Romans 3:10, with its declaration that there is none 
righteous, no not one. Supporting this first step is 3:23, “for all have sinned and come short of 
the Glory of God,” this first step strips unbelievers of any self-righteousness before God. A 
second step is the need to identify unbelievers with Adam’s sin found in 5:17. This confirms that 
everyone has inherited Adam’s sinful nature. 
 In 6:23, unbelievers are confronted with the gift that is theirs, if they will accept it by 
faith, “for the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord,” This is the third step. From that passage the ministry can take the unbelievers to 10:9, 
10. The fourth step, which reads, that if thou confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 
 Thus in a series of short, clear passages in one book of the Bible, you can lead other 
people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Throughout all ministry efforts there should be a 
quality of friendship as well as boldness, truthfulness as well as recognition of the personal 
needs of the other person. As always the most effective ministry will be found when you have 
totally yielded yourself to the Holy Spirit’s power to influence that other person. 
We love to see disciples come to Christ, but our joy is in teaching them about Jesus and His 
saving graces. Teaching goes on continually. Teaching occurs when unbelievers hear the gospel 
while being witness to and in faith, and repentance, accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. For 
us our joy comes when we can get them in a more formal way in the classroom of church. In 
every situation where teaching results in spiritual growth, the transforming power of the gospel 
is being experienced. 

Members:  
Rev. Isaiah Odom -Ministry Leader & Instructor 

Rev. Sherlaine Hardy -Ministry Assistant President, Spiritual Advisor & Instructor 
Sis Betty Holmes -Instructor 
Sis Debroah Adams -Member 
Sis Zolonda Cross -Recording Secretary 

Dec. Michael FuQua -Instructor 
Deacon James Ferguson -Instructor 
Deacon Larry Turner -Chaplain
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The New Disciple Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report 

(Continued) 

 
“What We Do” 
I. Invitation to Christ – New Disciples Ministry Registration Process 

A. Pictures are taken 
i. Information Packet 

1. Registration Form 
a. Verified by Ministry 
b. Numbered for picture 
c. Tithe envelopes are given and recorded 
 

2. Welcome letter from the Pastor 
3. Baptismal Information Sheet 
4. Vision Informational Booklet 
5. Church Covenant 

ii. Official Welcome from Rev. Odom 
iii. Explain required Sunday school classes 
iv. Prayer 
v. Benediction 

II. Baptism – Performed on every 2nd and 4th Sunday unless otherwise stated by 
Pastor Duckworth. 

A. Week prior to Baptismal Sunday 
i. Mid-week phone calls go out to the candidates 

1. Confirm Baptism date 
B. Day of Baptismal 

i. Before baptism service 
1. Candidates arrive at 9 a.m. for Sunday school class 
2. At 9:30 a.m. candidates formally dress for baptism 
3. Explain the transformation that baptism should have in their life (Rev. 

Odom) 
4. Disciples are lead to the water by Pastor Duckworth and Rev. Odom 
followed                                                             by the ministry 

ii. After Baptism 
1. Baptism certificates are given to the disciples during morning worship 
service by Pastor Duckworth 

III. Life of the Disciples for One Year 
A. Quarterly phone calls are made to the New Disciples 

i. Requests to have Pastor Duckworth contact new disciples are taken, etc. 
ii. Cards are sent out 
iii. If unable to reach by phone or card – an Amber Alert is issued 

IV. Once a year, we organize a Meet and Greet with Pastor Duckworth and other ministries in 
the church. 
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Next Generation 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 

 

 
“ And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God.” 

Romans 12:2 
 

Mission: 
The purpose for our ministry is simply preparing the path for the next generation 
to be better than the past generation 

 
 
 
Our Ministry is dedicated to strengthen the spiritual connection and relationship 
with the church for young men and young women between the ages of 18-32. 
Although we have a targeted age range, all are welcome and encouraged to take 
part in our efforts, as it is our desire to be an effective ministry that reaches all.  
 
 
 
We have weekly conference calls and currently planning monthly events for the 
upcoming year.  
 
 
Thank You Rev. Derrick Davis 
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Nurses Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 

 
Mission: 

The mission of the nurses’ ministry is to serve God’s people as church nurses by giving aid 
and comfort as directed by the word of God in using our gifts and talents. 
 
 

Goal: 
The goal of the nurses ’ministry is to identify the needs of our ministry as church nurses and 
its importance to the Pastor, congregation and the community. Additionally, our services 
will provide aid to those in need through Christian love and compassion, as identified in the 
word of God. 

 
 
Duties: 

- Be a willing worker 
- Be cognitive and alert to attend to the needs of the congregation 
- Assist with funerals 
- Attend to the Pastor and 1st Lady's needs at church as well as outings 
- Assist with Health Fair Events 
- Obtain training in CPR and First aid in non emergency and emergency situations 
- Attend seminars and training to understand church nurse’s responsibilities 

 Provide information in association with health awareness and concerns in 
the church and community 

 
 
The church nurses have actively participated and assisted in functions as follows: 

 The American Heart Foundation  ( Nurses Red Ribbon Day) 

 Pastor Duckworth Anniversary  

 Breast Cancer 2nd Annual Walk for Life Fundraiser (proceeds to GMBC members dealing 
with cancer issue’s) 

 Breast Cancer Awareness  (Nurses Pink Ribbon Day) 

 Thanksgiving Food Basket /Kidney Foundation  

 Wigs for cancer patients with hair loss and Toys for Joy 

 Women's Pamper Day 

 Gethsemane Taste fest/Inkster Community Summerfest 

 Michigan Progressive Baptist State Convention 

 Michigan District Baptist Association (honoring unsung heroes) 

 Attended Balm  Gilead Healthy Churches 2020 National Conference 
 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/assets/doc-symbol1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/archives/administrator/masters-degree-for-teaching-in-healthcare-professions/&usg=__CiC5vbEYll6b3Yy8EjrDn3IN0lQ=&h=745&w=500&sz=42&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=a-vsNzweFaqvaM:&tbnh=141&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=nursing+symbol&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/assets/doc-symbol1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/archives/administrator/masters-degree-for-teaching-in-healthcare-professions/&usg=__CiC5vbEYll6b3Yy8EjrDn3IN0lQ=&h=745&w=500&sz=42&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=a-vsNzweFaqvaM:&tbnh=141&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=nursing+symbol&gbv=2&hl=en
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Nurses Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report  
(continued) 

 

2019 Goals: 

- Participate with Michigan Progressive Nurses to identify church nursing skills 

- Participate in a retreat to promote spiritual motivation and identify church 
nursing skills/duties. 

- Attend Michigan Progressive and National Baptist conferences and Conventions. 

- resources for health awareness and assist Health ministry with Health Fairs. 

- Attend Balm & Gilead Healthy Churches National Conference. 

- Identify resources to empower GMBC Nurses Ministry 

 

 

MEMBERS: 
 

Pat Watkins, Deborah Adams, Linda Davis,   Leticia Peterson, Patricia Brown, Deborah 
Bridges, Antonio Robb, Margie Paul, Kimberly Turner,  Evelyn Sanders, Stacie Dotson, 

Geraldine Merchant, Carol Dotson,  Tonya Mobley , Vernell Tinsley, Joyce Phillips, Kelly 
Goolsby, Macelyn Pointer, Toni Bracey, Kerry Ballard and  Jamie Leverette 

 
Advisors: 

Deacon William Harper & Mother Emogene Johnson 
 
 

Associate members: 
Tenisha Dotson 

 
 

New Members: 
Precious Diamond 

 
 

Immediate Past President: 
Tia Medley 

 
 

 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/assets/doc-symbol1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/archives/administrator/masters-degree-for-teaching-in-healthcare-professions/&usg=__CiC5vbEYll6b3Yy8EjrDn3IN0lQ=&h=745&w=500&sz=42&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=a-vsNzweFaqvaM:&tbnh=141&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=nursing+symbol&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/assets/doc-symbol1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dentalblogs.com/archives/administrator/masters-degree-for-teaching-in-healthcare-professions/&usg=__CiC5vbEYll6b3Yy8EjrDn3IN0lQ=&h=745&w=500&sz=42&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=a-vsNzweFaqvaM:&tbnh=141&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=nursing+symbol&gbv=2&hl=en
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Philippians Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 
 

One of the applications for the book of Philippians:  “the need to be united in humility". We are 

united with Christ and we need to strive to be united with one another in the same way. Paul 

reminds us to be "like-minded, having the same love, being in spirit and purpose…looking out 

and caring for one another.” {Phil.2:2-4 NIV}. Therefore, we are our brothers and sisters’ keeper.  

 

 

Our Mission: 

Letters of encouragement; phone cards; DVDs and special packages. GMBC does have a caring 

heart.  In an effort to do so, we ask our church family to submit information about students in 

college; our members serving in the Military; those who have relocated and those who may be 

incarcerated.  

 

2018 Accomplishments: 

 
God’s special blessings especially to our 2018 Gethsemane Graduates and others. 
Mother Liddell wants you to know your Gethsemane family misses you. We pray you have had 
an interesting year whether it was your 1st or more advanced years.  We just don’t want you 
feel forgotten or left out of what’s happening @ GMBC.  
 
In an effort to stay in touch, let us know where you are with the following information: 
Your current College name along with your Dormitory and/or apartment address. Please be 
sure all information is current. We send cards and love packages through-out the year to 
encourage you on this journey.  

 
May God bless and keep you is our prayer. 
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Recovery Relief Ministry Stewardship Report 

1 John 3:16-18 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But 

if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's 

love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

Our generosity should model our Savior's selfishness. It isn't enough to talk about our love; it needs to be 

expressed in concrete examples of generous sacrifice.  Our Gethsemane family is blessed with a highly 

generous leader and pastor, Rev. John E. Duckworth.  It is through his generosity, guidance and instructions 

that the Recovery Relief Ministry surfaced in 2017, along with the personal concerns of GBC members Randy 

and Onia Donoho regarding out of state recovery relief for brothers and sisters of disaster. 

2017 God In The Plan 

The Gethsemane Baptist Church (GBC) activated a recovery relief to our brothers and sisters affected by 

disasters, outside the Michigan region.  Tax deductible charitable gifts are accepted and welcomed for 

emergency on call response support, in case of disaster, outside of the Michigan region.  The GBC emergency 

team becomes active at the onset of weather related disaster(s) and at the explicit instructions from our 

Pastor. 

Our first challenge Hurricane Harvey 2017 incorporated charitable donations and in-kind supplies transported 

by trailer to Houston, TX.  The success of the first challenge belongs to God the Father and the GBC brothers 

who labored in 90+ heat to load the many supplies donated (within specified parameters. 

We thank God for the opportunity to share blessings to those unknown. We thank God for our local donors 

who were Dee's You Buy We Fry, International Wholesale, U-Haul, National Christians In Action, City of 

Inkster Fire Chief Chuck Hubbard, New Jerusalem MBC, New Birth MBC, New Bethel MBC, New Hope MBC, 

People's Community MBC, Pentecostal Temple GOGIC, Straight Gate MBC and of course the Gethsemane 

Baptist Church family. 

2018 God In the Plan 

September, 2018's storms in North Carolina and surrounding regions brought slow storm surges of 10 feet. 

But as when God is in the plan, all things work together good and all minds are in sync, for those who benefit.   

Per Pastor Duckworth, the requested need was money donations and gift cards.  Through our wonderful 

leadership, team and fantastic GBC members, our generosity is being defined by our hearts and experience. 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life. 

We the newly formed Ministry understand that John 3:16 explicitly expresses the beauty of the gift we have 

received in Christ Jesus. 

Sincerely submitted by:  Onia Donoho 
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Sage Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission 
The Sage Ministry is designed to help provide our geriatric population a place to focus on 
various needs in the community. We enjoy ourselves and love the activities that are provided 
for us. Our ministry is growing more and more each year. 
 
 
 

Our Goals 
Sage strives to be a dynamic group of seniors who are committed to high standards, enhancing 
the quality of life for each other. With the help of Pastor Duckworth, we have Gethsemane’s 
Health program check on some of our medical needs. We keep a watchful eye on each other, 
while striving to be a beacon in our community.  
 
 
 

What We Do 
The Sage ministry meets every Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the W.W. Davis Fellowship Hall. 
During our meetings, we engage in a host of activities such as: exercising, crocheting, sewing, 
arts & crafts, playing games, line dancing and fellowshipping with other members and seniors 
from other area churches and within the community.  We plan outdoor activities, which include 
cook – outs with Inkster Senior Services, Senior Fun Day at Chene Park. We also visit places such 
as Turkeyville, The Mystery Train,  and local movies. 
 
 
 

Where We’re Headed 
In the years to come, we will continue to strive to provide enjoyable activities, which engage all 
of our seniors. The Sage ministry will also continue to educate our seniors and the community 
at large about the benefits of a healthy lifestyle by hosting health fairs, free health seminars 
and health screenings. We have partnered in the past with the Nursing Ministry to provide 
health screenings and seminars. 
 
 
 

With Pastor Duckworth as our spiritual leader, we know we will not fail. 
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SENIOR USHERS MINISTRY 
2018 STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Stewardship is our response to God’s grace. In 1 Corinthians 9:17, Paul writes, 
“For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am 
entrusted with a commission.” To present ourselves as representatives of Jesus 
Christ when meeting and greeting people on a person-to-person basis each and 
every day. 
 
VISION  
Create a good working relationship through fellowship and in unity within our 
ministry. The Ushers will learn more about Christ, His mission, His meaning, and 
His message. In order to be Christ-centered and effective in their roles, we should 
not only seek to know Christ, but we should seek to show Christ in our lives. As 
representatives of Jesus Christ, we will use Christianity, Courtesy, Alertness, 
Promptness, Courageousness, and Discipline to serve the people and community. 
 

The senior ushers have actively participated and assisted in ministries as 
follows: 
 

 Participated in Ushers Professional Training 

 Increased membership – 2 new members, 1 reinstated member 

 Attended National Baptist Convention in Oklahoma City, OK  

 Attended Progressive National Baptist Convention, Detroit 

 Attended Michigan District  & B.M. & E. State Convention   

 Presented three (3) Usher’s with the Ruth Draper Award 

 Second year of presenting The Leit Jones Scholarship Award of $500. to 
graduating Youth Ushers 

 Supported COT’S (Coalition on Temporary Shelter) Detroit Homeless Shelter 
with $700. in Christmas gifts   

 Attended eight outside engagements to varies Usher’s Anniversary     

 Serviced at the 2018 Inkster Summer Fest and Acts of Faith in Stone 
Mountain, GA.                                                                                            
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SENIOR USHERS MINISTRY (Continued) 
2018 STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

 

 

Goals and Objectives 
 

 To ensure Christ is the center of everything we do. 

 Enhance the educational offerings so that we can gain further knowledge; 
be highly motivated and enthusiastic about serving the Lord. 

 Support all ministries and strive to increase attendance and membership in 
our ministry. 

        
Members: 

 
Betty Holmes President, Jerome Bivins 1st Vice, Lillian Davis 2nd Vice, Samuel Carr 3rd Vice  

Muriel Burrell secretary, Christine Day assistant secretary, Jacquelyn Davis treasurer, 

Hazel Weaver assistant treasurer, Charles Bazile Advisor, Mercer Bryson, Keith Buyck, L. C. 
Bracy, Martin Chambers, Richard Davis, Fred Days, Rubin Dover, Thomas Faison, 
Edgar Frazier, Alan Garrett, Florence Goodson, Charlene Hamilton, Earnestine 
Henderson, Will Henderson, Lovell Hockoday, Robert Ingram, Corey E. Johnson, 
Delous Johnson, Jean Liddell, Adalaide Love, Laura Maine, Carolyn Parker, Ella 
Payton, Ella Peters, Dwayne Reyes, and William Johnson. 
 

Honorary Members: 
Leit Jones, Lugenia Jackson, Eleanor Brimberry 
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Social Media Ministry 2018  

Stewardship Report 

 
The mission of the social media ministry is to REACH the Gethsemane and greater 

community using social media platforms, SHARE the good news of Jesus Christ in 

order to TRANSFORM lives for the edification of God’s Kingdom.  

 

Psalms 96:3 NKJ 

“Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples.” 

 

2018 Accomplishments 

•    The social media ministry was formed in 2017 

•    Supported the efforts of different departments by sharing  

      events/activities 

•    Made Facebook the focus for reaching and sharing church information 

•    Tripled the number of Facebook viewers and increased the number of  

     viewers who share the videos. The total “Page Reach” is 476. The total   

     “page views” is 149 and 98 occurred within the month of November.  

•    Used YouTube as another platform to share sermons 

•    Used Instagram as a platform to share pictures of events/activities 

•    Began Livestreaming bible study 

•    Purchased two new Ipads for live streaming 

•    Ministry leaders identified 

•    Had one recruitment  

2019 Goals 

•    Continue the momentum of the ministry supporting the pastor’s vision  

•    Double the “Page Reach” to 952 or more by November 2019 by increasing  

     the number of viewers who share the videos 

•    Increase membership 

•    Purchase high-quality camera to improve video quality  

•    Have one direct recruitment attempt 

•    Work on consistency and efficiency 

•    Create a strategic plan for using specific social media platforms  

     (Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) 

•    Consider a partnership with the media ministry to strengthen the impact  

      of the social media ministry 

•    Continue support to other departments 

•    Seek out WordPress professional learning opportunities for media  

     leaders and members 
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GMBC Summer Youth Program 2018 
 

Mission: The goal of the GMBC Summer Youth Program is to provide the youth with a fun, 
safe, and productive environment during the summer. 
 
Dates: Tuesday 07/10/18-Friday 08/03/18 
 
Participants enrolled: 45 / Male 24 and Female 21 
 
Average attendance: 31 
Age range: 9 -17 years of age 
Ages 9-12 = 19   Ages 13-17= 26          
 
Members of GMBC = 30    Members of the surrounding communities = 15 
 
Volunteers:  
Nancy Brown    Geraldine Merchant 
Florence Goodson   Winnie Odom 
Rod Hatcher    Marilyn Wilson 
Margie McGruder   Judith Yates 
 
Team Leaders: Morgan Fuqua, Jayvon Johnson and Endia Woods were responsible for 
conducting Icebreakers, leading activities during the structured play - time, being 
responsibility for any play equipment and games used. 
 
Character and Personal Safety 
Power point presentations and discussions facilitated by Daija Bendolph 

 Bullying and their behavior toward each other 

 Personal Safety 
o Being aware of their surroundings 
o Making parents aware of where they are going and who they are with 

 Sex trafficking 
 Involuntary servitude 
 Organ harvesting 
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Black Girls Blues: Sister Winnie Odom facilitated small group sessions, which included 
discussions, activities, and journaling. 
Sessions included 

 Actions and Consequences 
o Define consequences and learn to associate behaviors with consequences 

 You are what you Tweet 
o Make the correlation between their on line persona and their in-person 

reputation 
o Learn to use the internet responsibly 

 Rachet is not Ideal 
o Define the term ratchet 
o Learn how to communicate effectively on the internet and in person 
o Understand how important their own voice is 

Guy Talk: Rod Hatcher facilitated these sessions with the young men that addressed 
responsibility and accountability 

 

Activities: 

 Reviewed traits for a person of good character and identified the characteristics the 
person they admired most possess 

 Used the Six Pillars of Character to create a poster with the associated colors for the 
character trait they posses 

 Posters “my favorite Summer Camp activity using pictures of the various activities 
and field trips 

 Kindness chain  
Guest Speaker: 

Rev. Derrick Davis discussed researching their career interests setting career goals 
 

Field Trips: 

 Detroit Institute of Arts – Summer-Scapes Program 
o Guided tours by age group 

 High Velocity Sports (Canton) 

 Westland Fire Department 

 Romulus Athletic Center Water Park 
 

Overnight Trip:  
Mackinaw City 

 Big Bear Adventures 

 Mackinaw Island 
o Big Mac Ferry 
o Carriage Tour of the Island 

 Parent Volunteers:  
o Jamar Rickett Sr 
o Deacon James Ferguson 
o John & LaVeida Carter 
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Tamar Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report  
 

Tamar Ministry ~ based on the story of Tamar {2 Samuel 13}. If ever you need us, Please 

contact the Church Office @ 734.721.2557; leave a brief message and your call will be promptly returned.  

Confidentiality –a required Trust. Note of Importance ~ if your life is in danger, don’t hesitate to call 911 

or this toll-free hot line 1.800.799.SAFE {72}. 

 

2018 FOCUS  

Training ~ Prevention / Understanding  

 
 Domestic Violence / Sexual Abuse / Human Trafficking 
 What makes a Survivor finally come forth and tell their Story? 

 What happen to them – happen to them on any given day or  

         30 years ago?  

 It Happen and it’s a memory  they’ll never forget nor is it a 

          lost thought. 

 
 

Training Seminars / Open Forums 

Thank God for our very own Sistah Trische’, the staff and friends of SOOAR for  

co-partnering with our ministry to present:  

Breaking the Silence ~ Survivors Speaks  My Story – Your Story A Moment of Truth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TAMAR says ME Too ~ praying in the name of Jesus Christ.  
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Tamar Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report (Continued) 
~ based on the story of Tamar {2 Samuel 13} 

 
 
 

Special Love and Thanks for your Support 

Sis. Trische’ Duckworth – Hostess 

MC ~ Dt. Jeff Manson DJ ~ Mike & Ms. Ray Burton 

Photos~ Sis. Elisa-Ruth Duckworth  ~ Sis. RonSher Brooks – Video 

Bro. Nikolas Morton – Mime 

Pastor Duckworth & GMBC family 
 

 

Spoken Word / Testimonies 

Sis. Natashe Anee  

Sis. Paris Johns 

Pastor YaSharon Williams  

Sis. Karen Lewis 

Sis. Valerie Kelly- Bonner 

 

Donations 

Walmart  ~ Panera Bread 

 

2019 Upcoming Events – TBA 

Movies of Interest 

Presentation “From the Guttermost to the Uttermost” featured Guest:  

Sis. Virginia Vance-Meeks 
 
 

TAMAR says NO MORE in the name of Jesus Christ.! 
 

f ever you need us, please contact the Church Office @ 734.721.2557. 
Leave a brief message and your call will be promptly returned.  Confidentiality – is a required 

Trust – You can feel Free to Share… 
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Transportation / Bus Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 

 
Our Mission 

 
The Bus Ministry will be stewards to assist any person in need of transportation to Gethsemane 

Missionary Baptist Church for the will of God. 
 

Matt 9:9 Jesus said to Matthew “Follow me and he arose and followed him” 
 

 
Accomplishments 

1. Focused on maintaining a safe, reliable, and clean environment for passengers 
2. Developed a Schedule Preventative Maintenance program for both vehicles 
3. Reliable transportation for bible study and 10:00 am Sunday Service 
4. Providing Transportation for the community to the annual Christmas dinner and annual 

New Year's Eve Watch Night Service 
5. Made several repairs to the bus 
6. Provided transportation to Schoolcraft college and  Christ Temple’s Youth Summer 

Program 

7. Provided transportation for Smith Chapel’s congregation to their church convention in 

Detroit, MI 

 
Goals For 2019 

1. Maintaining a Bus Ministry to service not only the congregation, but also the community 
with transportation to learn the word of God 

2. Aid in transportation for church members to various ministries 
3. Purchase a new bus 
4. Continue to grow as a ministry and promote spiral teamwork 

 
 

Members  
1. Keith Buyck 

2. Dea. Charles Brazile 

3. Gregory Johnson 

4. Robert Walker 

5. Ruben Dover  

6. Rodney Wheeler 

7. Hazel Weaver 

8. Will Fulton 
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TRUSTEE MINISTRY2018 STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission: 
 

The Board of Trustees will be stewards of all material and fiscal possessions of 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church as “branches on His vines.” 

 
John 15:1-4 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in me that not 
beareth fruit, he taketh away:  And every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it 

may bring forth more fruit.  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you.  Abide in me, and I in you, As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 

abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me." 
 
Accomplishments: 
Successful in generating funds to completely pay renovation loan in the full amount 
before the due date.  
 
Repairs and improvements that were completed for 2018 under auspices of the 
Trustee Ministry: 

 Purchased new stove for the kitchen 

 Purchased new chairs for the Fellowship Hall 

 Parking lot drains cleaned to prevent water from leaking into the building 

 Two portable air conditioners for game room and kitchen use 

 Video upgrades in the Sanctuary 

 New outdoor grill 

 Painted basement stairwell and Fellowship Hall 

 
Trustees: 

Joseph Samples, Chairperson  Mercer Bryson  Keith Buyck 
Judith Yates, Co-Chairperson  Lillian Davis   Edgar Frazier 
Christine Day, Secretary   Allen Garrett   Kimberly Kelly 
Betty Holmes, Treasurer   Essie Williams  Marilyn Wilson 
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2018 Stewardship Report 
Usher Ministry #2 

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Usher Ministry #2 will continue to serve the needs of our Pastor, members and visitors 
by working diligently with integrity and accountability.  We will because of our individual 
love of God come together as one and stand ready at all times to do the work God has 
setup our hearts to do serve our church.  Our mission is to keep a watchful eye over the 
entire service. 
 

VISION 
 
We will always extend unconditional love and concern for others, encouraging ourselves 
and other to make ushering a part of every aspect of our daily lives.  We must provide 
promptness, courtesy, tact and alertness.  We will continue to assist our Pastor and 
promote the worship of God by being Christ like as much as humanly possible.  Our 
most import purpose is to help win souls for Christ. 
 
2019 Goals 
 

1-Increase membership by 20% 
2-Continue to use signs during services 
3-Continue to lift up and support our Pastor in all his endeavors and visions 
4-Continue to serve our Church family and community 
5-Continue to work with all ushers at local, state and national levels 
6-Continue to seek knowledge and guidance in order to serve more efficiently 
7-Continue to support other ministries of our Church family-volunteering when needed. 
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Usher Ministry #2 Stewardship Report  (Cont.) 
 

 
2018 ACOMPLISHEMENTS 
 

1-Supported church members in times of sickness and bereavement 
 
2-Easter Sunday at Robichaud High School, Night Watch and Music Concert 
 
3-Members serve in following ministries-Young Adult Ministry, Youth Ushers,  
   Sage Ministry, Bus Ministry, Culinary Staff and Grief Ministry 
 
4-Attended outside engagements 
 
5-Usher and Nurses Anniversary 
 
6-Attended Greater Fellowship Baptist Church in Decatur, GA. 
 
7-Won 3rd place in Halloween car decorations 
 
8-Members (Ann Gross and Jacqueline Scott) are taking sign language classes at    
   GMBC  
 
9-Usher Ministry #2 plan to present Oretha Kelly (oldest GMBC member) with a 
Christmas token 
 

2018 OFFICERS and MEMBERS 
 

Gwen Williams-President     Ann Gross-Vice President 
Camilla Williams-Secretary     Sharon Hasan-Treasurer 
Priscilla Nelson-Chaplin     Rose Lotman-Asst. Treasure 
Clarence French-Sergeant at Arms   Michael Tools-Sick Fund 
Maria Cobb-Instructor     Charles Brazile-Advisor 
Rhena Holmes  Lywanda Williams  Meonsha Ellington 
Lenoria Warmack  Shirley Kelly   Elijah Rogers 
Gregory Scott  Jacqueline Scott  Cerease Davis 
Dewayne Starks  Angie Foster   Robert Walker 
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Veteran's Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to ensure that veterans of our church and the community are recognized publicly 
for their service, sacrifice and their value in our communities. We raise public awareness of 
their contributions in life and death. We also pledge to help in the education of our veterans for 
them to understand and apply for the benefits that they have earned and so richly deserve. 
God cares and so do we. 

 
Theme Verse: 

"No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, so 
that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier." - 2 Timothy 2:4  
 

 
 
2018 Accomplishments: 

1. Hosted 2 Veteran Seminars providing beneficial information for Veterans & their families as well 

as for the community.  

2. Donated $500 to the Detroit Veteran's Hospital. 

3. We recognized our fallen veterans for Memorial Day & we honored veterans for Veteran's Day.  

 
2019 Goals: 

1. We want to continue to honor all of our veterans & fallen comrades. 

2. We would like to host multiple seminars, providing helpful information to veterans, their 

families, & the community.  

3. In September, we plan to have scholarship disbursements for our GMBC youth who intend to 

further their education by going to college or a trade school.  

4. We plan to host several fundraisers throughout the year to raise money for these scholarships. 

5. We also plan to use some of the money raised through these fundraisers to help our veterans 

and their families.   

6. We would like to eventually develop a Junior ROTC Program for our youth.  

 
Members: 

 
1. Michael Greene 

2. Isaiah Odom 

3. Lena Nichols 

4. Essie Williams 

5. Betty Holmes 
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Wholistic Living Community Development Corporation 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 
 

"Empowering families and individuals to improve the quality of life" 
 
 
Wholistic Living Community Development Corporation is a 501 C3 nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing services and resources to individuals and family in an effort to enrich, 
improve and empower the quality of life. The organization promotes healthy lifestyles that 
assist people to become spiritual, self sufficient, anchored and well-round members of society. 
 
 
The following programs have been offered free of charge, in collaboration with the National 
Kidney Foundation of Michigan and Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church: 
 

1. Gleaners Cooking Matters 

2. Diabetes Path workshop 

3. Internet Health Literacy 

4. Pamper Me Pretty  

5.  Hustles Fitness Class 

6.  Enhance Fitness Classes 

7.  Grant Writing Workshop 

8. Health Cooking Classes 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted By Wholistic Living Community Development Corporation 
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Women’s Ministry 2018  Stewardship Informational Report  
 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Col. 3:15-17) 
 

Leaders:  
Dr. Jacqueline Nelson, Shelia Samples; Sis. Winnie Odom; Rayme Burton, Jean Liddell; Pamela Garrett 

Mission: Each time we gather together our aim will be to encourage, empower, enlighten our sisters, 
to become the woman(disciples) that God created her to be, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

January – February: It was decided that the Women of GMBC would meet quarterly instead of 
monthly.  Our first meeting will be held in March. 
 

March- Plans to begin preparation for Women’s Day in which we gave leadership to the 8:00 service.  It 
was decided rather than just choose women to serve we would have representatives from all the 
ministries serving on Women’s Day. After speaking with Pastor Duckworth it was decided that Rev. 
Cynthia Rudolph, Pastor of Smith Chapel AME, would be the guest preacher for the service 
 

May- Men and Women’s Day: Theme –“Brothers and Sisters Intertwined to Serve the Lord” (A person 
standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer.  Three are 
even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.)   
Women’s Day (led by Pillar Leaders) - was represented as stated above by all the women from various 
ministries within the church.  Pastor Rudolph did an outstanding job preaching the gospel.   
 

October –Women’s Ministry gave leadership to a church supported clothing drive to help needy 
children from Inkster, Wayne/ Westland, coordination with the church to provide underwear, socks, and 
sweatpants and tops to the Wayne/Westland School District for distribution. GMBC overwhelming gave 
and we were able to collected 4 large bags of items to be a blessing to numerous children. When the 
representative came to receive the items she was overwhelmed at the response of just one church.    
November- “Kicking It With My Sista”, the evening consisted of:  

 Opening Ice Breaker allowing sisters to get to know each other personally 

 Question and answer panel general questions on women’s issues,  

 Dinner, fellowship,  

 Dancing 

 Prayer partner revealed/ New prayer partners assigned for 2019. 

Proposed 2019 Initiatives 
February: Women meeting to layout plans for Tea.  
March/April: Plans for “Tea with a Twist” – Spring 2019 (actual date TBD) 
May: Women’s Day 10:00 Service (Suggestions were received for possible preacher to be given to Pastor  
           Duckworth) 
October: Outreach Event – similar to the socks; and items collected for the school children  
November: “Kickin’ It With My Sista’s” 
 

Pastor John E. Duckworth 
Dr. Jacqueline D. Nelson, Ministry Advisor 
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Young Men of Gethsemane Ministry (YMG's) 
2018 Stewardship Report 

 
 
 

Mission: 
YMG is committed to building strong, trusting relationship, positive attitudes, and life skills 

through Christian based values, principles and fun. 
 
 

Purpose: 

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity. 
1 Timothy 4:12 

 
Duties: 

1. To support Pastor and all GMBC ministries by volunteering for church events and 

services. 

 
Activities: 

1. Annual Free Day 
2. Health Fair 
3. Thanksgiving Basket Distribution 
4. Trick or Trunk Event 
5. Community Christmas Dinner 

 
2019 Goals:  

1. Continue Community service 
2. Summer 2019 Charles H. Wright Museum Trip 
3. “How To Treat A Lady” Seminar combine with Young Ladies Ministry 

 
Youth Ministry Leadership Team: 

Bro. Michael Burton 
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Youth Ministry 2018 Stewardship Report 
 
 

Mission: 
To equip GMBC’s youth with the knowledge to tell “The Good News” with confidence, 

conviction and compassion to a dying world. 
 
 

Purpose: 
Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.   

Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) 
 
 

Duties: 
2. To support Pastor and all GMBC ministries. 

3. Volunteer for church events and services. 

4. Attend educational classes regularly. 

 
Activities: 

1. Leading fourth Sunday services. 
2. Participate in Black History programs. 
3. Volunteering to help culinary committee. 
4. Youth Pep Rally.  
5. “Kicking it with Pastor.”  
6. Having youth sessions on 2nd & 3rd Sunday’s. 
7. Actively engaged in the Youth Choir 

 
 

2019 Goals:  
1. Give the youth a better understanding about the word of God.  
2. Encourage more young leaders to join Ministries.  
3. Participate in group activities.     

 
Youth Ministry Leadership Team: 

Sis. Dawn Brown 
Sis. Marva Hatcher 
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Youth Usher’s Ministry 

2018 Stewardship Report 
 

Young people of today have evolved to a realm called “social media”. Everything from pictures, 
games and music can be accessed with a simple touch of their finger. Their lifestyles are 
constantly being comprised. Yet, the Bible says “there is nothing new under the sun." Signs and 
wonders were foretold in the days of old and many of the same issues are the same today -simply 
in different times. However, there are still youth of all ages seeking God.  
 
Thank God for our Pastor D and our advisors, Deacon Charles Bazile and Mother Jean Liddell, who 
teach us the way not just with words, but by example.  They have shown us how to stand before 
our peers to say: “it’s okay and cool to serve God in this day and time.”  

 
Mission: 

The youth usher ministry will be setting a new standard of service. All youth will be exposed to 
service through training and development. The goal is to achieve the highest level of service to 
the members of GMBC and its guests. To be well trained in the areas of: 

1. Christianity 

2. Courtesy  

3. Alertness 

4. Promptness 

5. Discipline 

Through the use of teaching methods and aids such as books, pamphlets, role playing, and 
assignments. Also to provide outside activities, engagements and planned field trips to expose 
them to education and fun. 
 
Additional goals:  

- increase the membership  

- Develop leaders through membership 

- Prepare for the next level of ushering 

- Make stronger disciples for Christ  

- Create level of growth and maturity  

The Youth Ushers are on duty to serve: 
- Every 4th Sunday 

- 5th Sundays 

- Annual Usher Anniversary 

- Resurrection Sunday @ the local High School 

Calling all Youth ~ Ages: 5 & up - Our current 2017/18 Ushers have grown up and gone off to College. 
We are seeking girls and boys interested in learning ~ What it means to be an Usher. Our attire is Black 
and White Come join us. See Mother Liddell to volunteer  
 

Know this if Mother Liddell sees you with nothing to do the next Sunday you’ll become one of hers. 
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SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS for 2019 
 

The Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church Scholarship Committee is pleased to inform you 
that there are scholarship opportunities available for our graduating high school seniors who 
are members of our church. The scholarship is a one time, non-renewable award to help to 
defray the cost of tuition and books. The application is a two-step process, application and 
verification. All students are required to complete an application and submit all of the 
eligibility requirements no later than the last Sunday in September. Verification of costs paid 
and proof of registration is due no later than the first Sunday in December. 
 

Listed below are the requirements that will be used to evaluate the applicants: 
General Eligibility Requirements 

 High School Senior – current year graduate (High School transcript or current report 
card) 

 Proof of dual enrollment if participating in an ECA program 

 Church member for a minimum of 6 months 

 Participation in a church ministry 

 Declared intention to enroll in a: 
1. Four year accredited college 
2. Two year community college 
3. Accredited business or vocational school 

 A letter of recommendation (typed and signed with title of author) 

 An essay on one of the following topics 
1. Describe how the Church ministry has affected your life 
2. Plans/goals for the next 5-10 years 
3. An autobiography 

Applications must be requested and submitted electronically.  
Electronic copies of the application can be obtained by E-Mailing the Church Administrator at 
office@gethsemane02.org.  
Completed application with the required documentation should be returned to this same E-
Mail address no later than the last Sunday in September. 
Copies of receipts with the Student’s name showing the amount paid for any of the following 
submitted no later than the first Sunday in December. 

1.  Tuition 
2.  Books 
3. Required fees 

In addition to the receipts the student must submit proof of registration for the second 
semester. 
The Scholarship Committee will notify in writing the scholarship award winners. 
The Scholarships will be disbursed the first Sunday in January.  
 

The Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church family would like to encourage our own High 
School graduates and also assist them with pursuing a higher education. 
 
God Bless, 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church Scholarship Committee 

mailto:office@gethsemane02.org
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Pastor’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019  
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Pastor’s Report 
 

A) Those that the Lord called home to rest and reward: 
1. Sister Darlesta Riley - February 2018 

2. Brother John Rucker, Jr. - February 2018 

3. Sister Fannie L. McGruder - February 2018 

4. Sister Tammie LeAnn Reyes - April 2018 

5. Sister Rebecca Davis - May 2018 

6. Deacon John Butler - May 2018 

7. Mother Nora Scott - June 2018 

8. Deacon Charles Dunn - July 2018 

9. Sister Velma Henderson - July 2018 

10. Brother Solomon Kyser - July 2018 

11.   Brother S.T. Rogers - August 2018 

B) Enrollment from November 2017 to November 2018 

1) Reinstated       3 
2) Baptism     19 
3) Christian Experience  50       
5) Letter       0 
 
Total Taken In by Pastor in 2018 = 72 
 
Total Taken In By Pastor since October 2002 = 1,720 

This Vision Informational allows all ministries within our church family a report of their 
stewardship. There is no room for social clubs in this ministry. 
 
It also allows for the evaluation of what has been done and just how effective a ministry has 
been. 

Cost of Discipleship... 

1) Many have already committed to trusting God in their giving in 2019. 

2) Show me the money at work! 

3) Trustee Ministry (summary of the financial and physical health of Gethsemane.) 
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What New Things Did We Do In 2018 & Still Attempting  
To Do and What’s New For 2019? 

 
Every year we try to accomplish new goals and redefine ministries that are often neglected.  This year is 
no different, we implemented several new ministries and have found unexpected challenges regarding 
others.  However, careful and prayerful evaluations and reevaluations will allow us to improve and 
redefine our ministry efforts here at Gethsemane and within our community.  The following ministries 
were implemented, new changes were made, and/or we are still working to define and redefine this 
year: 
 

1) Reduced our loan liquidation from $265,000 to $0, ZERO as of 9 December 18. 
2) GMBC said “See you later” to two Charter Members: Lady R. Davis and Deacon John J. 

Butler as they received their heavenly rewards. 
3) Amended and updated Church Constitution.  
4) Hosted Spring Revival with Rev. Dr. F. Bruce Williams of Louisville, KY. 
5) GAP Ministry hosted viewing of Black Panther in a private theater. 
6) 2nd Annual Daddy Daughter Dinner Dance. 

7) Developed a brochure to highlight the services and events offered GMBC for community 

related events. 

8) Hosted Kickin It With the Sup for the newly appointed Superintendent of Wayne Westland 

School District, Dr. Shelly Holt. 

9) We began our radio broadcast on WMKM 1440am @ 3:30p on Sundays and 7a on 

Mondays. 

10) Adopted Franklin Middle School and partnered with New Birth for ministry related to boys 

and our Gatekeeper’s &Women’s Ministry contributed clothing to students within the 

entire Wayne Westland School District.  

11) Tamar Ministry hosted a workshop on Human Trafficking. 

12) Tamar Ministry and Survivors Speak hosted Speaking the Silence. 

13) We were the host church for the 2018 Inkster Fest and drew the largest Sunday morning 

crowd. 

14) We enjoyed another successful Youth Camp. 

15) Attended the 57th Progressive National Baptist Convention in Philadelphia, PA. 

16) Church trip to Atlanta, GA to fellowship with Acts of Faith for their 13th Church Anniversary. 

17) Next Generation Ministry hosted Cuts for Kids, free haircuts for boys for the upcoming 

school year. 

18) Hosted Conversation with the Community a forum between citizens and the  

Westland Police Department, one in August and one in December. 

19) Participated in the Safe Sleep Awareness Focus Group in collaboration with the Wayne 

County Health Department. 

20) Participated with Angela Hospice counseling training and had 15 of GMBC to become 

certified Hospice Counselors.  

21) GMBC’s Nurse’s Ministry assisted with the viewing of the late Aretha Franklin. 

22) Deacon’s training by Pastor Duckworth for how deacons can best serve today’s GMBC with 

positioning for the future GMBC. 
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23) Developed and implemented the Recovery Ministry for home mission efforts which 

included: $3,004.00 for Hurricane Florence and the Carolinas. 

24) We are still sending water to Flint, since Gov. Snyder stopped sending water we have given 

$1474.52 of water relief and still have $180+ what’s given by the 23rd to give to finish up 

our 2018 efforts. 

25) Our 1st GMBC Cancer Walk which collected over $1,600.00 for GMBC family members 

dealing with the financial challenges related to cancer. 

26) Hosted Proposal 1 information on Cannabis.  

27) Established Jan’s Jingle Jam, which is a family adoption for a donated Christmas dinner 

from Mr. Lawrence J. Duckworth in honor of his mother the Late Ingrid J. Duckworth. 

28) Added Sis. Lillian Davis to the Trustee Ministry. 

29) Added Sis. Elanda Clarke to the Deacon’s Ministry. 

30) Purchased a new stove for the kitchen. 
31) Had the parking lots cleaned and cleared to prevent water backup from leaking into the 

W.W. Davis Fellowship Hall. 
32) Upgraded the video equipment in the sanctuary for the Social Media Ministry. 
33) Social Media Ministry expanded to live stream on three platforms: Facebook Live, 

Instagram and UTube simultaneously. 
34) Purchased a new grill for GMBC events. 
35) Purchased new chairs and tables for the W. W. Davis Fellowship Hall. 
36) Painted the W.W. Davis Fellowship Hall and basement stairwell. 
37) Women’s Ministry 2nd Annual “Kickin It With My Sista.” 

38) Nurses Merchant and Watkins represented GMBC at the Healthy Churches 2020 National 

Conference in Point Clear, AL. 

39) We were able to provide Thanksgiving Baskets to 52 families. 

40) Hosted our annual Christmas Community Dinner. 
 

A) Here’s a list of new things that will take place in 2019: 
1. Security Ministry training. 
2. Sexual Harassment Policy and training. 
3. Emergency Policy and training. 
4. Update and add more persons to our Scholarship Committee. 
5. Revisit a nursery for children ages 0-3 years old. 
6. Hosting a revival in March, Rev. Dr. F. Bruce Williams of Louisville, KY. 
7. Mother Son Dinner Dance? 

8. Develop a Social Justice Ministry. 

9. Revive our College club and add to our scholarship committee. 
10. Loan Liquidation Celebration upon the payoff! 

 
Please note that Pastor John E. Duckworth did not start or implement every new ministry or activity 
that now functions in Gethsemane.  It would be highly unlikely than any one person would be capable 
of this in only 16 years.  These ministries got many of their births from individuals who caught a VIEW OF 
THE VISION and decided to participate.  I am always willing to listen to suggestions on how to better 
serve Gethsemane and the surrounding communities, therefore if you have a gift, ideal, and/or talent 
which could assist us please share.  I only ask that you put them in writing, because I believe that 
anything that one is serious about should come in a form that shows passion, preparation and thought is 
also involved. 
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Forms 
 

  

2019 
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Constitution Excerpt 
 

Section 6. 04 Standards of Membership (Discipleship) 
 
To the best of his (her) ability, the member (disciple) is expected to regularly 
attend church worship services, to attend church meetings (Vision, Ministry Head, 
etc.), to participate in church activities, and to contribute to the financial program 
of the church. 

a) Every member (disciple) shall be expected to contribute financially, and 

shall be provided with a supply of envelopes specifically made for tithing. 

b) The member (disciple), who has been absent from the church for a period 

of three (3) months, who shows no inclination to return, shall be placed on 

the inactive list. 

c) The member (disciple) who is listed on the inactive list, who demonstrates 

a desire to return to active fellowship may be reactivated.  

 

Every attempt will be made to reach out to missing Disciples before considering 
them to be inactive.  If you are an inactive member fees that are incurred will be 

as a non-member. 
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Annual Event 

Form  
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Ministry Annual Event 

Ministry_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Event_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date ____________________ Time of event______________________________ 
        
Contact name_______________________ Phone number _____________________ 
 
Expected Number of participants if not a church-wide event ___________ 
Please indicate services needed using the examples below: 
 

1. Office Assistance 

Letters/editing______  Calls to vendors or outside contacts_____ 

Office Issued stamps ______ Programs______ 

Copying______   Meeting with Pastor Duckworth______ 
 

2. Advertising Committee 
***All advertisements must be in the name of Gethsemane (only) and must have prior approval before being advertised*** 

Newspaper Announcement_______ Flyers/Distribution_____ 

Bulletin Announcement______  Radio Announcement______ 

Banner(s)______    Hur Ministry (for decorations) _____ 
 

3. Deacon John Butler Media Ministry – audio visual 

Soundboard_______ recording of event_____ 

microphones______ 
 

4. Fellowship Hall Set-up 

***If set-up is require please complete and attach a copy of the “Fellowship Hall Event Set-up” form (original to be given to 
Church Sexton)*** 

Use of Fellowship Hall ______  
 

5. Funding 

Amount needed from church ______  

Date funding needed_____ 
 

6. Will Transportation be needed? (transportation request must be completed and turned in) 

Bus ______  Van _____ 
 

7. If there are items needed which are not listed: please provide details on the back 
of this sheet. 

 
All forms submitted must be completed and approved by Pastor Duckworth. If funding is requested a “Voucher Request” form must be completed and approved before 

purchase is made.  Any form submitted without all required information would be returned unapproved. <No exceptions> There will be at least a two week turn around for all 

requests. 
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Funds Request 

Forms 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
FUNDS REQUISITION FORM 

 
 
ORDER OF THE TREASURER     Date: _________________ 
 
                                                                                                           Ministry:_____________ 
 
Date when payment 
is needed: _____________________________ Amount Requested: $ ______________ 
 
Budget Accounts to 
be charged: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Check Payable To: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address of Payee: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Purpose for Request: _____________________________________________________ 
 
             _____________________________________________________ 
 
                                     _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Payment Request by: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Approved By: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Paid by Check #______________________   Treasurer: _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All forms submitted for funds/reimbursement must state the purpose or have all receipts attached when submitted. Forms 
must be completely filled out. Fund request form must be completed and approved before purchase is made.  Any form 
submitted without all required information would be returned unapproved. <No exceptions> 
 

There will be at least a one week turn around for all requests. 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Conference and Convention Policy 

Ministry_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Event_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date ____________________ Time & Place of event_______________________ 
        
Contact name_______________________ Phone number _____________________ 
 
Expected Number of participants if not a church-wide event ___________ 
 

1. Cost will be covered based on destination and event. 
 

2. Church will pay half the price of lodging and full price of registration for those 
attending conferences, conventions, and workshops that are approved by the 
Trustee Ministry Leader, Deacon Ministry Leader and Pastor. Full price of 
lodging will be covered for those designated as representatives, delegates, or 
compensated contractor of the church. 

 
3. Separate check will be issued for meals (with a daily/trip limit) for designated 

representatives, delegates, or compensated contractor of the church. 
 

4. Receipts for expenses incurred are required after trip. 
 

5. Travel arrangements will be made through the Office Administrator and/or 
Church Treasurer. 

 
6. Amount to be disbursed will be limited. 

 
7. Only one trip per calendar year will be approved. 

 
8. Request must be presented to the Pastor, Trustee Ministry Leader, and Deacon 

Ministry Leader for final approval. 
 

9. Request must be made two months in advance. 
 

10. Delegates will be appointed based on the event and benefit to the church. 
    

11. Persons requesting approval to attend a conference, workshop, or conference 
must be a member of the church/and or a compensated contractor. 

 
All forms submitted must be completed and approved by Pastor Duckworth. If funding is requested a “Voucher Request” form must be completed and 

approved before purchase is made.  Any form submitted without all required information would be returned unapproved. <No exceptions> There will 

be at least a two week turn around for all requests. 
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Vehicle 

Procedure & 
Request Form 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Vehicle Request Procedure 

 
When a ministry needs to use one or both of the church vehicles the following process should 
be used: 
 

 Please complete and submit the attached form. The form should be submitted 5 – 7 
days in advance of the intended date of use to ensure the appropriate church vehicle 
is available on the requested date.  

 

 If a driver from the transportation ministry is needed, leave the space for the driver’s 
name on the form blank. If you already have an approved driver available for your 
outing, enter that individual’s name in the space provided on the form. 

 

 To have your name added to the list of authorized drivers for the BUS, you must have 
a valid Commercial (not chauffer’s) driver’s license on file with the church. In addition 
to a copy of your driver’s license, the church will obtain a copy of your driving record.  

 

 Those members who wish to drive the VAN, only need to have a valid driver’s license 
on file with the Church. In addition to a copy of your driver’s license, the church will 
obtain a copy of your driving record. 

 

 The Church retains the right to periodically check the driving records of any member 
who drives church owned vehicles and can revoke the right to drive at any time, as a 
result of unsafe behavior or excessive damage to either vehicle. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Keith Buyck, Charles Bazile, or a member of the 
Trustee Ministry. 
 
 
1.  Reimbursement for use of personal vehicles to a church outing will be $25. 
2.  A caravan of personal and church vehicles is suggested. 
3.  Exchange of cell phone numbers should be given to each driver before departing. 
4.  Investigate chartering a bus for large outings such as in Pontiac and at Samaritan. 
5. “Purpose” and “Address of Destination” will be added to Vehicle Request Form. 
6.  Bus will not be leased out for any event. 
7.  Ministry events take precedence over fellowship events. 
 

  



 

Vision Informational 2019 
    73 

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Vehicle Request 

 
 
 
 
Contact Name:   __________________________________________________ 
                                                 (Please print) 

 
Phone number: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Ministry being transported: __________________________________________ 
 
 
Date Transportation is needed: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Vehicle/s requested: Bus____  Van_____  both_____ 
 
 
Driver: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of event: _________________________________________________ 
 
Address of event: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Departure time: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Estimated return time: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Submitted by: ________________________________      Date: _____________ 
 
 
 
 

Please place the completed form in the slot on the door of the Trustee/Finance office. Requests 
will be honored in the order received. 
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Key Request 

Form 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Access Agreement 

 
 

 

 
I accept this key on behalf of the ___________________________________Ministry 

for the period of __________ until __________. 

I understand that accepting this key means I am assuming the responsibility of 

allowing the above named ministry access to the Church for meetings, training and 

rehearsals. I also assume responsibility for ensuring that the air conditioning/heat is 

reset (to the original settings) if the thermostat is moved, and that the lights and any 

appliances used are turned off, all doors locked and gates closed.  If the key is lost or 

stolen it is my responsibility to notify a Trustee immediately. 

 

 

Name __________________________     Date _______________ 

 

Trustee_________________________       Date _______________   
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W.W. Davis 

Fellowship Hall 

Building Rental 

 Request Form 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church (GMBC) 
Fellowship Hall Rental / Kitchen Agreement 

The GMBC Fellowship Hall is available for rental on a first-come, first served basis for 
meetings, educational programs, funerals, wedding receptions & showers. The 
following is a list of individuals/groups that are eligible to rent the church Fellowship 
Hall: 

• Inkster, Westland, Romulus, Detroit & Wayne designated non-profit organizations. 

• Inkster, Westland, Romulus, Detroit & Wayne Neighborhood Associations 

• GMBC church members who are in good standing (at least 1 year membership   

  required). 

Programs involving the sale, advertisement or promotion of commercial products or 
services is prohibited. Fund raising is considered commercial, regardless of what other 
classification may apply to the sponsoring organization. Fees for items such as a meal 
or program materials are permissible as long as attendance is not dependent upon the 
payment of such fees. 

The GMBC Fellowship Hall is not intended for a group’s regular meeting place; a 
group may reserve the Meeting Room and/or Auditorium no more than one (1) time 
per calendar quarter, up to a total of four (4) times per calendar year. 

Final authority for determining eligibility of any organization shall rest with the Church 
Pastor & Church officers. Meetings and programs sponsored or co-sponsored by the 
Church shall have first preference in the use of the facilities. 

Rental Fees 
• $200 (Member) for 4 hours use tables & chairs  
• $275 (Non-member) for 4 hours use tables & chairs 
• $25 per hour following 4 hours of usage 
• $200 (refundable) deposit is required to secure date for fellowship hall 

Payment of the rental fee must be paid 2 weeks prior to your scheduled event. Rental 
fees are nonrefundable unless reservations are cancelled at least 48 hours in 
advance. Deposit is refundable if there is no damage or late fees that apply. The rental 
fee and deposit fee are two separate fees.  Any previously outstanding fees must be 
paid before a group is able to reserve the meeting space. 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall Rental Rules 

The rental request must be made in writing 2 weeks in advance of the proposed event. 

The Fellowship hall must be vacated no later than 11:00 p.m. 

No alcoholic beverages may be consumed on church property. 

No gambling may occur on church property. 

No illicit or illegal activities may be performed on the church property.  

All rentals will be contingent on availability on the church calendar.  

Individuals renting the Fellowship Hall will be responsible for bringing their own 
condiments and supplies. 

No red pop or juice will be allowed. 

All decorations must be removed at the conclusion of the event. All rubbish must be 
bagged and placed outside the kitchen door. 

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church waives any liability for any injuries that occur 
on the church property during the rental period.  

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church reserves the right to refuse renting the 
Fellowship Hall as it sees fit. 

(Refundable) Deposit of $200.00 is due upon signing this agreement. The rental date 
will not be secured until the agreement is signed and the payment is made. 
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Kitchen/Serving Area 

Food and/or refreshments may be brought in for an event in the Fellowship Hall only. 

Preparation and serving of light refreshments and snacks may be arranged. Users 

agree to clean the kitchen and kitchen equipment immediately following the event. If 

the kitchen and/or kitchen equipment is not cleaned, a cleaning fee will be deducted 

from deposit fee. 

Catering is limited to buffet style. Caterers are to arrive, depart and pick up their 

equipment only during the scheduled reservation times. 

The following equipment is available in the kitchen: 

1 small microwave 

1 refrigerator 

1 sink 

The church is not responsible for any equipment left in the Fellowship Hall or kitchen 

following your event. If any supplies of Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church are 

needed, and additional $50 is required to replenish the utilized supplies (i.e. napkins, 

plates, plastic utensils, etc.). You must furnish any/all decorations for your event, and 

you are required to remove your decorations immediately following your event. 

The following page is a list of rules that we ask that you adhere to while renting the 

church Fellowship Hall. 

Your signature below is evidence that you agree to all of the listed terms and 

conditions listed within this agreement. 

 

________________________________________________ 
Name  Date 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Church Officer   Date 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall Event Set-up 

 

 

 

Ministry_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Event_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date ____________________ Time of event______________________________ 
        
Contact name_______________________ Phone number _____________________ 
 
Expected Number of participants ___________ 
 
Please identify your preferred set up using the examples below: 
 

1. Theater style (rows of chairs with an aisle way, no tables) 

Number of rows______ 

Placed straight ______ Placed diagonal______ 

Number of food tables near kitchen_____ 

Number of food tables across from kitchen______ 
 

2. Banquet style (rows of tables & chairs with an aisle) 

Number of rows_______ 

Placed straight ______ Placed diagonal______ 

Number of food tables near kitchen_____ 

Number of food tables across from kitchen______ 

 

3. Conference style (Tables & chairs in a U-shape) 

Number of rows_______ 

Placed straight ______ Placed diagonal______ 

Number of food tables near kitchen_____ 

Number of food tables across from kitchen______ 

 

4. Other: 
 
Use the reverse side of this sheet to draw a diagram of your requested 

configuration. 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
Work Order 

 

Please print clearly 

 
 

Name ______________________________   
 
 
Item to be repaired/replaced ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Location of item to be repaired/replaced __________________________________ 
 
Description of work to be completed _____________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date _____________________ 
 
 
 
Place the completed work order in Church Sexton’s mail slot at the entrance of the Fellowship 

hall. 
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Guidelines for 

Weddings 
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Welcome to Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church! We are delighted that you are considering 
Gethsemane as a place to celebrate your Wedding. We feel our sanctuary, which seats 250-260 
guests, is a sacred place that invokes the blessing and love of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Marriage is a gift God has given to humankind for the well being of the family. Marriage is also a civil 
contract between couples. The presiding minister usually plays a dual role of civil servant and spiritual 
facilitator. 
 
Weddings, rehearsals and receptions are arranged through the Church office. Ceremonies officiated 
by other clergy and non-Christian ceremonies must be approved by Gethsemane Missionary Baptist 
Church. 
 
You may choose your own Organist and Pianist, or our Director of Music, to accompany your musical 
ensembles. Permission must be obtained from our Director of Music prior to utilizing the church’s 
music equipment. 
 
A Security deposit is required to reserve the date. The Security Deposit is refundable and will be 
returned two weeks after the ceremony. Rates are good for up to one year after the agreement is 
signed. Damage and special cleaning charges will be billed to your account and deducted from the 
Security Deposit.  Overtime charges will be applied for weddings that begin late.   There will be a $25 
charge for every 15 minutes after the contracted time and will be deducted from the deposit. 
 
Contracted time begins with the Wedding party’s designated arrival time and ends with the Wedding 
party’s designated departure time. 
 
Weddings in the Sanctuary are based on 6 hours time for: 
Security Deposit of $250 (refunded within 2 weeks after the ceremony)  
Early Setup Fee of $100 to secure the day before for early set up (refunded within 2 weeks after the 
ceremony)  
 
• Rehearsal (2 hours) 
• Before the Ceremony preparation (2 hours)  
• Ceremony (1 hour) 
• Photograph-taking (1 hour) 
 
Use of the Fellowship Hall is based on 6 hours time for: 
• Before the Reception preparation (2 hours) 
• Reception (4 hours)  

 Fellowship rental includes access to kitchen; it does not include using church supplies 

(i.e. pots, pans, serving utensils, napkins, plates, etc.) You must provide your own 

supplies. 

 
Rate applies to Weddings of 150 people or less; includes use of 3 microphones, sound booth operator, 
tables and chairs, two hours of rehearsal time, set up & clean-up. 
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We have added an additional way for persons to get married at GMBC, Ceremonies.  However, we 
want everyone to truly understand what a CEREMONY IS AND WHAT A CEREMONY IS NOT.  A 
ceremony is when two individuals agree to marry, but want a more intimate and private setting.  
Ceremonies typically have taken place in the Pastor’s Office.  Over the years, the Pastor has allowed 
couples to stand before the  alter and exchange vows.  As this option has become more popular, we 
wanted a clearer understanding of what is permissible during these ceremonies and what is 
considered a wedding. 

 
1) There will be a deposit of $200 for ceremonies that will be refunded within a week after the 

ceremony, provided that it was indeed a ceremony. 

2) Only the events that could actually occur within the Pastor’s office are permissible in the 

sanctuary. 

3) There will NOT be any sound system, used during the ceremony because Pastor’s office 

doesn’t have that capability. 

4) There will be NO decorating of the sanctuary, because it will not be done in the Pastor’s office. 

5) There will be NO moving of any items in the sanctuary. 

6) NO MORE THAN 20 persons will be allowed to attend, including Pastor Duckworth. 

7) Picture taking IS permissible, but NO items within the sanctuary CAN be moved to serve as 

props.  

8) Lighting of Unity Candles and/or Jumping of the Broom are permissible, as they can be done in 

the Pastor’s Office. 

9) Everything must be completed within A HALF HOUR of the time previously scheduled for the 

ceremony. 

10) ANY OR ALL disregarding of these rules will constitute as a wedding, therefore forfeiting the 

deposit. 

 

We want you to be able to celebrate intimately and privately, but we also must be fair to those who 
have budgeted a wedding and to those who have actually had ceremonies. 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
29066 Eton Ave.  
Westland, MI 48186 
 

Wedding Agreement Church for Members  

 

Wedding Date:      # of Guests: 
 

Wedding Time: 
 

Below is a summation of costs associated with having your wedding here at 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church.  The items listed below are listed as separate 
fees to help you identify exactly what services and/or events you would like for us to 
provide for you on this special day.  To secure your Reservation monies are due upon 
execution of this agreement. Please submit your security deposit and this signed 
agreement as soon as possible to secure your date.  Your security deposit will 
be refunded within 2 weeks following your Wedding ceremony. 
 

Cost(s) Summary    Check or Initial all that apply 
 

1. Security Deposit (to secure date in Sanctuary or Pastor’s Office) $250  _____  

2. Early Setup Fee (to secure an extra day for set-up)   $100  _____ 

3. Sanctuary (wedding & Wedding rehearsal only)   $450  _____ 

4. Fellowship Hall Rehearsal Dinner     $100  _____ 

5. Fellowship Hall Wedding Reception     $200  _____ 

6. Organist/Pianist       $125  _____ 

7. Pastor (package includes ceremony & 6 counseling sessions.) $400  _____ 

8. Late Charge (deducted from security deposit)   $ 25   for every 15mins late 

9. Audio/Visual Set-up (Must be provided on a flash drive   $100  _____ 

or DVD by the family)    

 Total        $__________ 

Print Name and Signature        Date 
 
 

Church Representative        Date 
 
 

Address          Phone 

 
*** No Personal  Checks  (Cash,  Money  Order  or  Cer t i f ied  Check Only)  
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
29066 Eton Ave. 
Westland, MI 48186 
 

Wedding Agreement for Non-Members  

 

Wedding Date:      # of Guests: 
 

Wedding Time: 
 

Below is a summation of costs associated with having your wedding here at 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church.  The items listed below are listed as separate 
fees to help you identify exactly what services and/or events you would like for us to 
provide for you on this special day.  To secure your Reservation monies are due upon 
execution of this agreement. Please submit your security deposit and this signed 
agreement as soon as possible to secure your date.  Your security deposit will 
be refunded within 2 weeks following your Wedding Date. 

 
Cost(s) Summary    Check or Initial all that apply 

 
1. Security Deposit (to secure date in Sanctuary or Pastor’s Office) $250  _____ 

2. Early Deposit Fee (to secure an extra day for early set-up) $100  _____ 

3. Sanctuary (wedding & Wedding rehearsal only)   $550  _____ 

4. Fellowship Hall Rehearsal Dinner    $200  _____ 

5. Fellowship Hall Wedding Reception    $275  _____ 

6. Organist/Pianist       $125  _____ 

7. Pastor (package includes ceremony & 6 counseling sessions.) $500  _____ 

8. Late Charge (deducted from security deposit)   $ 25   for every 15 mins late 

9. Audio/Visual Set-up (Must be provided on a flash drive  $100  _____ 

or DVD by the family)  

Total        $__________ 

 

Print Name and Signature        Date 
 
 
 

Church Representative        Date 
 
 

Address          Phone 

 
*** No Personal  Checks  (Cash,  Money  Order  or  Cer t i f ied  Check Only)   
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Guidelines for 

Funerals 
 

 

                    

 
 

 

 

Note: Fees are NOT required for members in good standing.  Verification of a member in good standing will be based 
on contributions: including tithes, mental and/or physical condition, and family contact with the church of the 
member’s condition.  The Final decision will be from the Pastor (Dr. Duckworth), Deacon’s Ministry Leader (William 
Harper) and Trustee Ministry Leader (Joseph Samples) 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
29066 Eton Ave.  
Westland, MI 48186 
 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church would like to extend our condolences during 
this time of grief for you & your family. We will take every possible step to help ensure 
that your family member’s home-going service will meet your expectations. 
 
We are honored that you are considering Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church to 
pay final respects to your love one. We pray that our sanctuary and/or fellowship hall 
will accommodate your needs.  
 
The following page outlines the costs associated for non-member funeral services at 
Gethsemane. The prices listed are final and are non-negotiable. 
 
There are many options available for you to choose from for this important occasion, 
and we are honored that you are considering our church. May God bless you and 
comfort your hearts during this most difficult time. 
 
 
God bless your heart, 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth, Pastor 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
29066 Eton Ave. , Westland, MI 48186 
 

Funeral Agreement for Non-Members  
 
Funeral Date:    Number of Guests: 
 

Family Hour and Funeral Time: 
 

In order for us to provide a non-member of Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church 
with a Home Going service in our church we assess the following for services 
rendered: 
Cost(s) Summary       Initial all that apply 
 
$200 – Refundable Deposit (to secure use of church)     ______ 

$250 – Pastoral Services         ______ 

$400 –Sanctuary for service Only (does not include use of Fellowship Hall)  ______ 

$275 – Fellowship Hall Reception & Kitchen Access     ______ 

$125 - Church Organist/Pianist       ______ 

$100 – Audio/Visual Set-up (photos must be provided on a flash drive or DVD by the family) ______ 

Total           $______ 
 
*** No Personal  Checks  (Cash,  Money  Order  or  Cer t i f ied  Check Only)  
 
When utilizing the Fellowship Hall for repasts, we ask that you bring your own utensils and 
serving ware. Gethsemane will provide tables (generic plastic white table covers), chairs and 
access to appliances to heat/cool, and prepare your dishes.   
 
We ask that you remit your check/money order payable to Gethsemane Missionary Baptist 
Church at least 48 hours prior to the funeral.  We respectfully ask that you stay within a 3 hour 
time-frame (cemetery and repast) following the Home Going service here at the church.  For 
each half-hour over this time frame $25 will be deducted from your deposit. Your security 
deposit will be returned within 2 weeks following the service. 
 
If you have specific questions or concerns regarding your loved ones arrangements at 
Gethsemane, please direct your questions to the church office at (734) 721-2557. 
 
Please print and sign your name below. 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Print Name       Signature   Date 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Church Representative     Signature   Date 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Address        Phone 
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UUnnffiinniisshheedd  

BBuussiinneessss  
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II   believe in being progressive and working diligently, but I have learned that not everything 
one desires will be accomplished within the guidelines one set.  Churches’ calling and function 
often differs from businesses. We should respond to the most relevant needs that dominate 
our community at any given moment, yet keep our goals in mind.  Therefore, we have several 
ministry needs that have been postponed until either the need is greater or someone comes 
forward and volunteers leadership. I am only one person, and Gethsemane will never reach 
its full potential until others step up and faithfully perform within ministries of which they are 
compassionate. I have been extremely encouraged by the various persons who have stepped 
up and volunteered to provide leadership to many of our ministry needs. 
 
These ministries are still open for us to implement, but I will not give a timetable on when we 
could look for them other than in the near future: 

1) Legacy Family Ministry 
2) Adult Day Care 
3) Usher Workshop 

 
Over the last 13 years, this list has gone from 16 to three (3) ministries without leadership. 
We are still open and hopeful to have a workshop for our Usher’s Ministry. If there is a 
ministry that you believe we are missing please feel free to share with the leadership your 
passion and concern.  We are here to serve, but unless we are aware of particular needs, we 
cannot attempt to address them. Please remember, it takes us all to make Gethsemane the 
1st Class Church God is calling us to become. 
 
We will continue to evaluate yearly all ministries in an effort to keep our ministries relevant 
and up to date. 
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church Wide Events 
*Please note this schedule is subject to change at any time.*  

 
January 
  1st – New Year’s Day  

21st  – Martin Luther King Day 

12th – Singles Ministry Detroit Repertory Outing w/Sage Ministry 

25th – Cyber Media Family Night 

18th - 20th – Gap Weekend 

February 

  3rd – Super Bowl Sunday 

  8th - Valentine's Day Dinner & Dance 

10th - "For Singles Only" Service 

14th - Valentine's Day 

18th – President’s Day 

TBD – Black History Program and Soul-food Festival 

March 

17th – New Disciples’ Meet & Greet 

18th-19th – GMBC Revival Event 

22nd – Singles Ministry 1st Book Discussion 

April 

14th – Palm Sunday  

21st - Easter 

TBD – Family & Friends Day  

TBD – Women's Ministry "Tea With A Twist"  

May 

12th – Mother’s Day  

19th – Men’s & Women’s Day 

27th – Memorial Day  

June  

9th – Gethsemane’s Church Anniversary  

16th – Father’s Day  

23rd – Pastor Emeritus Day  
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Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church Wide Events 
*Please note this schedule is subject to change at any time.*  

 

July 

4th – Independence Day 

21st – Deaf Awareness Celebration  

27th – Church Cookout  
August 

11th - Ushers & Nurses Anniversary 

TBD – Gatekeepers “Free Day”  

September 

2nd – Labor Day  

October 

  6th – Pastor Duckworth’s 15th Annual Pastoral Anniversary 

20th – Breast Cancer Awareness     

TBD – Women's Ministry Outreach Event 

31st – Trunk or Treat  

November 

11th – Veterans Day 

11th – Cut-off date for Thanksgiving Basket requests and donations 

18th - Thanksgiving Basket distribution 

22nd – Thanksgiving Day Service 

TBD – "Kickin it with my Sistas"  

December 

2nd – Sage Christmas Bazaar  

9th – Reading of Vision Informational 2018 

15th – Community Christmas Dinner  

17th-21st – Toys 4 Joy Distribution  

24th – Christmas Eve 

25th – Christmas Day 

31st – New Year’s Eve Service  

 

 
*For events not listed, please consult the appropriate ministry leader*  
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Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth, Pastor 

29066 Eton Street 

Westland, MI 48186 

 

 
 Office 734-721-2557    Fax 734-721-1383 
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